Presidents Carter and Reagan

[bookmark: _GoBack][President Carter speaking.] . . . . I want to speak to you tonight about a subject even more serious than energy or inflation. I want to talk to you right now about a fundamental threat to American democracy.
I do not mean our political and civil liberties. They will endure. And I do not refer to the outward strength of America-- the nation that is at peace tonight everywhere in the world with unmatched economic power and military might. The threat is nearly invisible in ordinary ways. It is a crisis of confidence. It is a crisis that strikes at the very heart and soul and spirit of our national will.
We can see this crisis in the growing doubt about the meaning of our own lives and in the loss of a unity of purpose for our nation.
The erosion of our confidence in the future is threatening to destroy the social and the political fabric of America. The confidence that we have always had as a people is not simply some romantic dream or a proverb in a dusty book that we read just on the Fourth of July. It is the idea which founded our nation and which has guided our development as a people. Confidence in the future has supported everything else-- public institutions and private enterprise, our own families and the very Constitution of the United States. Confidence has defined our course and has served as a link between generations.
We've always believed in something called progress. We've always had a faith that the days of our children would be better than our own.
Our people are losing that faith. . . . But just as we are losing our confidence in the future, we are also beginning to close the door on our past.
In a nation that was proud of hard work, strong families, close-knit communities and our faith in God, too many of us now tend to worship self-indulgence and consumption. Human identity is no longer defined by what one does but by what one owns. . . .
Often you see paralysis and stagnation and drift. You don't like it. And neither do I.
What can we do? First of all, we must face the truth and then we can change our course. We simply must have faith in each other. Faith in our ability to govern ourselves and faith in the future of this nation. Restoring that faith and that confidence to America is now the most important task we 
face. . . .
And we are the generation that will win the war on the energy problem, and in that process rebuild the unity and confidence of America. . . . 
Energy will be the immediate test of our ability to unite this nation. And it can also be the standard around which we rally. On the battlefield of energy we can win for our nation a new confidence, and we can seize control again of our common destiny. . . .
[At this point, the speech lists six specific points emphasizing conservation and reduced energy consumption.]
I do not promise you that this struggle for freedom will be easy. I do not promise a quick way out of our nation's problems when the truth is that the only way out is an all-out effort. . . . There is simply no way to avoid sacrifice. . . . In closing, let me say this: I will do my best, but I will not do it alone. Let your voice be heard. Whenever you have a chance, say something good about our country. With God's help and for the sake of our nation, it is time for us to join hands in America.
Let us commit ourselves together to a rebirth of the American spirit. Working together with our common faith, we cannot fail.
President Jimmy Carter, television address to the nation, July 15, 1979.
* * *
[President Reagan speaking.] I have come to review with you the progress of our nation, to speak of unfinished work and to set our sights on the future. I am pleased to report the state of the union is stronger than a year ago, and growing stronger each day. Tonight, we look out on a rising America-- firm of heart, united in spirit, powerful in pride and patriotism. America is on the move.
But it wasn't long ago that we looked out on a different land-- locked factory gates, long gasoline lines, intolerable prices and interest rates turning the greatest country on Earth into a land of broken dreams. Government growing beyond our consent had become a lumbering giant, slamming shut the gates of opportunity, threatening to crush the very roots of our freedom.
What brought America back? The American people brought us back-- with quiet courage and common sense; the undying faith that in this nation under God the future will be ours, for the future belongs to the free. . . .
Family and community are the co-stars of this great American comeback. They are why we say tonight: private values must be at the heart of public policies.
What is true for families in America is true for America in the family of free nations. History is no captive of some inevitable force. History is made by men and women of vision and courage. Tonight, freedom is on the march. The United States is the economic miracle, the model to which the world once again turns. We stand for an idea whose time is now. . . .
We speak tonight of an agenda for the future, an agenda for a safer, more secure world. And we speak about the necessity for actions to steel us for the challenges of growth, trade, and security in the next decade and the year 2000. And we will do it-- not by breaking faith with bedrock principles, but by breaking free from failed policies. . . . [At this point the speech goes into specific proposals for a balanced budget amendment, defense spending, tax reform, and other matters.]
America is ready, America can win the race to the future-- and we shall.
The American dream is a song of hope that rings through the night winter air. Vivid, tender music that warms our hearts when the least among us aspire to the greatest things. . . . [At this point he introduces four young people and tells of their accomplishments in science, music, public service, and personal bravery.]
Would you four stand up for a moment. Thank you. You are heroes of our hearts. We look at you and know it's true-- in this land of dreams fulfilled where greater dreams may be imagined, nothing is impossible, no victory is beyond our reach; no glory will ever be too great. So now it's up to us, all of us, to prepare America for that day when our work will pale before the greatness of America's champions in the 21st century.
The world's hopes rest with America's future. America's hopes rest with us. So let us go forward to create our world of tomorrow-- in faith, in unity, and in love. God bless you, and God bless America.
President Ronald Reagan, State of the Union Address, February 4, 1986.

