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C vou think that it is bad luck to vwalk undser
a ladder or break a mirror? Do you ‘E*mk that
black cats and the nurmber 13 are uniu
res men in the picture don't. Every Friday the

13tk

thay w under iadders, break mirrors, nd open
umbreilas indsors. They want to prove that they aren’t
at icus. They may be the only p=ocpis in

There are over one million
2 believe at least one-or

en’t.
HOSt pEo

two
Many psapis erstiticus about numbers. T hay
think that there are lucky mbers and unlucky numbers.,
The number 13 is often considered unlucky. ln some
parts of the world, buildings have no 13th ficor and
streets have no houses with the number 12, In Japan,
4 is considered unlucky beczuse in Japanese the word
“four” is pronounced the same as the word “‘des
Japanese never give gifts of four kn%ves, four napk
or four of anything, What are lucky nmwumbers
Seven is a lucky number in fha"vy places, and 8 is
considered iucky in Japan and China. Irr China, businesses
often open on August 8 (8-8), and many couples
register to get marnied at eight past eight on August 8.
Superstitions about Imba—zr: are so widespread that
some people—called numerologists—make a living
giving advice about numbers. in 1S37, when the Toyoda
family of Japan wanted te form a car company, they
asked a numerclogist if “Tavoda” wouid be =z od
name for the company. The numerologist said it would
not be. He explained that “Toyoda’ took ten sirokes
of the pen tc write, arnd 10 was not a fucky number.
“Toyeta,” however, ook eight strokes to write, and
eight was a very tucky number. The numerologist
recommended “Toyoia’” as a better name for the
company. The family took his advice. As result,
millions of peopie drive “Toyotas” and not ‘“Toyodas.”'
In addition to superstiticns about numbers, there
are many other kinds of supsrstitions. There are
Superstitions about eating, sieeping, sneszing, and
ltching. There are superstitions about anlimals and
holidays and horseshoes. There are even superstitien
about superstitions. Those superstitions tell pecple
how to reverse bad luck.
For example, in many parts of the world spilling sait
is bad luck. Fh*’owmg salt, however, is good iuck. So,
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people who spili salt throw = little of the spilled salt
bver their shouider. Throwing the spilled salt
reverses bad luck. When the Jspanese bump

asads, they immadiately bump heads again. According
o a Japanese superstition, tha first bump means their
parents will dis, but ths second bump “"erases’” the first

bump. To reverse bad iuck in gsneral, n=ople twum
around three times, turn their pockets inside out, or
put their hats on backwards. In the U

basebal! players sometimes wear their f‘aps backwards

Hut the baseball

whea their tesm is losing. It looks siily, b
players don't mind if it heips the win the game.

Because there are so many superstitions, it is aot
surprising that some of them are contradictory. In
Germany, it is good luck whan the left eye twitches
d bad luck when the right eye twitches. in Malay
it is exactly the opposite: a ftwitching right eye mieans
good luck, d&%wi*”h g left eye means bad luck.
Accidentally putting on clothes insida out brings good
iuck in Pakistan but bad luck in Costa Rica. tn Chite,
unimarried pecple won't take the last piece of food on
the plate because it means they will hever marry. in
Thailand, unmarried people take the last piece because
it means they wiil marnry semeone good oking.

Some superstitions have been with us for so long
that they have become (‘Lx stoms. in rnany parts of the
world it is pelite to say “Health” or “God bless you
when someone sneezes. People used to think that the
soul could escape from the body during a snaeze. They
said “God biess you” to protect people from losing
their scu!s. day we no longer believe that people
who sneeze are in danger of losing their souls, but we
say “God biess you' anyway. We say it not because
we are superstitious, but because we are pclite.

Even people who say they aren’t superstitious would
probabily not do what the men in the picture do—
intentionally walk under ladders and break: mirrors.
Almost everyone is at least a little supersiitious. One
woman says that when sha got married, her aunt gave
her white bath tovvels. “Never buy purple tawels,” her
aunt Qaid “if you use purpletowels, yvour marriage wili
end.” Does the worman beh-ﬁve that superstitien? “No,
Of course nct” she says. “lt's silly.” Does she use
purple towels? “Well, no,” she answers. “Why taks
chances?”
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