Christianity: A Framework of Comparison

What Does It Mean To Be Human?

God loves humanity and offers fellowship, or communion, to humanity. God created the universe ex nihilo (out of nothing) and is the giver and sustainer of life. Humanity was created to glorify God and enjoy God forever through living abundant and joyful lives in communion with a loving and all holy God.  

What Is the Basic Human Problem?

Humanity is alienated from, or out of communion with, God. The Bible is God’s word personally spoken by God to mankind for the purpose of revealing who God is. The Bible and perhaps its historical interpretations and traditions are the complete, final, and only true revelation of God. Humanity has chosen or chooses not to follow the Bible and God’s plan for humanity.
What Is the Cause of the Problem?

Humans are separated or alienated (out of communion) from God because they are sinful. Therefore, humans cannot know and experience God’s love or fellowship. God is holy and dictates a standard of behavior for humanity that corresponds to God’s moral nature as revealed in part through the Ten Commandants. Failing to meet this standard or missing the mark is called sin, and sin cannot be negated by good actions for even the “deeds of a righteous man are like rags in the wind to the all holy God.” 

What Is the End or Goal of Transformation?

The end of the separation or alienation of God from God’s creation, humanity, is a transformation that restores oneness, peace, and fellowship with God. This separation is the penalty for human sins, and for it to be bridged, a payment, redemption, or compensation must be made to God for the breaking of God’s law. Those who accept the payment are seen by God as holy and allowed again to experience God and God’s love. At a future judgment, all humanity will be found guilty of sin against God, but those who accept the terms of God’s redemption, the wiping away of the offenses (sins) that separate or alienate God from man, will live in communion (fellowship or peace) with God forever. 

What Are the Means of Transformation?

Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for man’s sin. Jesus is both God and Man, the Unique God/Man, and a member of the Triunity (Trinity). The Triunity is one God in three Persons: Father, Son (Jesus), and Holy Spirit; one in essence, nature, power, and authority, though differing in properties and functions. Jesus Christ was uncreated and present at the creation of time and space. Jesus lived a sinless life and was rejected and betrayed by humanity. Jesus is humanity’s “kinsman redeemer,” a concept that requires a kinsman to ransom a family member who sold him/herself into slavery (Lev. 25:47-48). Thus Jesus, a member of the family of humanity, pays the price or ransom to repatriate humans that sold themselves into the slavery of sin. As the perfect sacrifice, Jesus, God incarnate, bore the burden of those kinsmen who accepted his offer of redemption. That burden crushed his body and spilled his blood as the burden (sin) was removed from his kinsman, renewing them as born again children of God. Jesus physically rose from the dead, was seen by many eyewitnesses, and ascended back heaven. 

Those that accept Jesus as God dying for them do so through faith and see their faith demonstrated by their works. Catholicism asserts that salvation requires good works as a second component. Those who accept this redemption, though judged guilty, have their sin forgiven and will live in communion forever with God; those who do not accept this redemption will be punished forever totally separated from God.

What Is the Nature of Reality?

Reality is that which was created by God. God transcends and sustains the created order. Reality is comprehensible to and knowable by finite humans, though finite and sinful humanity can never comprehend, know, and understand reality as God does.

What Is the Sacred and How May the Sacred be Known?    

Though humanity may seek to understand the created order through philosophy, science, or reason, God’s totality is beyond the reason of man. Humans are finite and sinful creatures attempting to know God, the infinite and divine. A minnow cannot swallow a whale, but a minnow does understand something of what the whale is relative to itself. However, a minnow does not have the special revelation of the Bible that explains the created order in a manner that can be understood by the finite minds of humans. God and God’s actions can never be understood completely by humanity for that would reduce the infinite to finite comprehension, rendering it no longer infinite. God is personally knowable to the extent that the finite can grasp the infinite, and the primary source of this knowledge is the Bible. In Roman Catholicism, the sacraments are both good works, leading in part to salvation, as well as means of grace and ways of growing in knowledge and personal relationship with God. In Protestantism, the sacraments play no role in salvation or bridging the chasm of separation but are themselves a means of grace. 

