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This book is about saving lives currently being lost because of alcohol-impaired driving. Professor Ross argues that far too much policy attention has been given to deterring drunk driving ("the dominant paradigm") and far too little to drinking and to driving, the two social institutions that make drunk driving "natural" and "inevitable" (Ross's "challenging paradigm"). Saving lives requires developing policies that reduce both drinking and driving. Equally important are interventions that attenuate links between alcohol-impaired drivers and crashes. There is a place for a policy of deterrence as well. 

To reduce drinking, alcohol prices need to be raised, the national minimum drinking age of twenty-one years more strictly enforced, advertising controlled, and outlets that link driving and drinking (minimarts at gas stations, drive-up windows at carryouts, and drive-through carryouts) eliminated. These policy interventions, especially higher alcohol prices, would reduce drinking. 

Significantly higher gas prices would reduce driving. Also effective would be higher minimum driving ages such as New Jersey's seventeen years and graduated privileges for newly licensed young drivers such as New York's 9 P.M. to 5 A.M. driving curfew for sixteen-year-olds. 

Attenuating links between alcohol impairment and crashes requires cars that protect drunk drivers from themselves (with antilock brakes, passive restraints, and air bags), roads freer of trees, poles, and other obstacles that don't give when struck, and quicker and better emergency responses to crashes. To deter drunk drivers, we need to stress enforcement of our current laws, which are sufficiently severe. Roadblocks increase the certainty of arrest, and administrative license suspensions increase celerity of punishment. 

In constructing policy to save lives, Ross makes good use of existing research, and most of his recommendations are firmly couched in the literature on drinking and on driving. Equally important, he carefully considers whether the proposals advanced are politically acceptable. He correctly concludes that significantly higher taxes on alcohol and gas would be difficult to sell, whereas higher driving ages and evening curfews would be far easier to sell, because people under eighteen lack a strong political voice. 

I think this is a very good book. Ross challenges dominant deterrence-based ideas about drinking and driving by constructing policy to reduce drinking and to reduce driving, not just drinking and driving. His ideas are provocative and frequently clever -- if minimarts, drive-ups, and drive-throughs were deemed essential, limiting sale to warm beer and wine would do just fine. He teaches important lessons about social problems by providing alternative images and solutions. He promises policy to save lives, and he delivers. I recommend this book.
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