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[image: ]
Source: http://www.census.gov/population/age/data/2011comp.html
1. You will need to select a region to use to complete the questions below. Refer to your book if necessary.
a. Which region will you be using for your calculations?  ______________

2. Note the age groupings in the table, it will be helpful to regroup the ages to calculate dependency ratios.
a. What is the total population for the under-15 year olds for your region?
b. What is the total population for the 15-64 year olds for your region?
c. What is the total population for the over-65 year olds for your region?

3. Calculate the ratio of under-15 year-olds to the total population of the selected region. 
a. What kind of ratio is this: a part to part or part to whole?
b. Write the ratio in at least 2 ways.
c. Use this ratio in a meaningful sentence. 


4. Calculate the ratio of age 65-and-over to the total population of the selected region.
a. What kind of ratio is this: a part to part or part to whole?
b. Write the ratio in at least 2 ways.
c. Use this ratio in a meaningful sentence. 

5. If you write the ratios from the last two questions as decimals and multiply 100 you can express the ratios as “per hundred” or a percent. 
What percent of the total population would be classified as “child dependent”?_______
What percent of the total population would be classified as “old-age dependent”_______

6. Child dependency ratio.
a.  Explain how to calculate a child dependency ratio (you may want to refer to your notes, this is not the same as what was calculated above). 


b. Find the child dependency ratio for your selected region.

c. Use the ratio in a sentence to explain its meaning. 


d. Write a sentence explaining the meaning of the ratio with your ratio expressed in a different way.



7. Old-age dependency ratio.
a.  Explain how to calculate an old-age dependency ratio (you may want to refer to your notes, this is not the same as what was calculated above). 


b. Find the old-age dependency ratio for your selected region.

c.  Use the ratio in a sentence to explain its meaning. 


d. Write a sentence explaining the meaning of the ratio with your ratio expressed in a different way.


8. Age-dependency ratio.
a.  Explain how to calculate the dependency ratio (you may want to refer to your notes). 

b. Find the age-dependency ratio for your selected region.

c.  Use the ratio in a sentence to explain its meaning. 


d. Write a sentence explaining the meaning of the ratio with your ratio expressed in a different way.

9. Analyze: Due to the baby boomers and extended life expectancy in the U.S., some say the age-dependency ratio should NOT include the 65-69-year-olds, because they are still in the workforce. Recalculate the age-dependency ratio using this new strategy. Compare your outcome to the age-dependency ratio found using the original strategy. Does the rate go up or down? Explain which is more “desirable”? What are some pros and cons associated with the two strategies? Please state your findings in complete and meaningful sentences.
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Table 24. Age Distribution of the Population by Sex and Region: 2011
2 | (Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutionalized population')
Total _ Regions
Age Northeast Midwest South West
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Both sexes 306,110 100.0| 54,782 100.0| 66,104 100.0| 113,275 100.0| 71,949 100.0|
Under 5 years 21,265 6.9 3,252 5.9 4,469 6.8 8,164 7.2 5,380 7.5
5to0 9 years 20,870 6.8 3.371 6.2 4,408 6.7 7.984 7.0 5,108 71
10 to 14 years 20,020 6.5 3.411 6.2 4,305 6.5 7.523 6.6 4,781 6.6
15 to 19 years 20,886 6.8 3.838 7.0 4,493 6.8 7.521 6.6 5,034 7.0
20 to 24 years 21,525 7.0 4,022 7.3 4,649 7.0 7.710 6.8 5144 7.2
25to0 29 years 21,382 7.0 3,793 6.9 4,532 6.9 7.943 7.0 5114 71
30 to 34 years 20,202 6.6 3,331 6.1 4,208 6.4 7.556 6.7 5107 71
35 to 39 years 19,255 6.3 3.144 5.7 4,038 6.1 7.303 6.4 4,770 6.6
40 to 44 years 20,587 6.7 3.716 6.8 4,375 6.6 7.620 6.7 4,876 6.8
45 to 49 years 21,989 7.2 4,250 7.8 4,860 7.4 8,014 71 4,865 6.8
50 to 54 years 21,965 7.2 4,193 7.7 4,991 7.5 7.949 7.0 4,832 6.7
55 to 59 years 19,554 6.4 3,668 6.7 4,301 6.5 7,238 6.4 4,346 6.0
60 to 64 years 17,430 5.7 3.146 5.7 3.762 5.7 6,493 5.7 4,029 5.6
65 to 69 years 12,160 4.0 2,207 4.0 2613 4.0 4,561 4.0 2,779 3.9
70 to 74 years 9,254 3.0 1,766 3.2 2,032 31 3.444 3.0 2,012 28
75 to 79 years 7,088 23 1,333 24 1,663 25 2,588 23 1,504 21
80 to 84 years 5,719 1.9] 1,292 24 1,262 1.9] 2,015 1.8] 1,150 1.6]
85 years and over 4,957 1.6 1,049 1.9) 1,145 1.7 1,648 1.5 1,115 1.6
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