Interviewer: Denise Hall
Interviewee: Renee Alger

 
Type of Interview: Internet or telephone
 
Time Limit: 30 minutes     
Date: July 16, 2015
Place:  Lexington, Kentucky (Home Office of the interviewer)
Interviewer: Denise Hall
Interviewee:  Three students from this class- Qualitative Research
Position of Interviewee(s):  Ph.D. Student enrolled at Walden University.
Research Question:  What does admiration mean to select Ph.D. students at Walden University?
Central Question:  Please explain what admiration for another person means to you?
I would consider having admiration for a person as looking up to someone.  Really respecting who they are, what they do, and how they live.  I would consider admiration myself having admiration for a person who I strive to be like in ways of values or actions, or someone who demonstrates in their daily life the traits and behaviors that I find valuable. 

Sub Questions: 
1.       Please describe to me the most desired traits of the person that you most admire?

My mother possesses many desirable traits.  She is a free spirit, but focused and determined to accomplish goals.  She is free enough to dance on tables at parties, but reserved enough to fit in with any crowd.  She worked up to three jobs at a time while putting herself through nursing school as a single mom of three, and she still never talked bad or negative about my dad even though he was not there or helping in any way. As for specific traits I would say genuine and determined. 
2.      Why does this person mean so much to you?

My mother means so much to me because she is one of the big reasons why I was able to go back to school even though I work full-time and have four children alone.  I knew that if she could do it, there was no reason why I couldn’t go back to school too.  I also see how her life is now, compared to how it used to be, and I know that my struggles are temporary and that I am capable of achieving whatever I set my mind to.  She has always been there for me no matter how much she disagreed with me or my decisions, she would still stand behind me and support me to the best of her ability. 

3.      What distinguishes this person from all other persons?

This person is distinguished from all others by her willingness to accept others, her determination in accomplishing goals, and her spirit for having fun.  She gives new meaning to work hard, play hard, and I don’t know where she gets all of her energy from.  
4.      How has this person influenced you positively?

My mother has influenced me positively in many ways.  Most of all she has made me the mother that I am today. I was only 17 when I got pregnant with my daughter, and my mom was not very happy when I got pregnant so young.  By the time I was far enough along in my pregnancy to find out I was having a girls, she had finally come to accept it and actually started getting excited once we found out I was having a girl.  From the time my daughter was born she helped me with “mothering” values, such as supporting me breastfeeding, and helping me use clothe diapers, but she had very clear lines of respect for me as the mother of my daughter.  Even though I was so young, she never tried to take over, act like my daughter’s mother instead of grandmother, or override any decision I made as a mother.  She always made it very clear that my daughter’s life was up to me.  She watched my daughter for me to go to school two nights a week, but that was it.  Any other time, day or night my daughter was with me.  I am very thankful for this because I see other teen mothers who do not have the bond or authority over their own children because the mother’s were still being children, and the grandmother took over as mother.  What the experience provided for me was the confidence and security I needed to make responsible decisions for myself and my daughter.  I knew there was no falling back on anyone else and that I had full responsibility over my family.  When I look back at the five months that I spent at home before getting my own place, I feel a great sense of admiration for my mother, because when I look at my daughter, I am not completely sure I could just let go the way my mom was able to, and trust my daughter to make responsible decisions.  My mom taught me how to love my children and still take care of myself. 

5.      What is this person’s most great assist?
I believe my mom’s greatest asset is willingness to accept others for who they are.  She doesn’t try to change people or make anyone feel bad for decisions they have made.  She accepts other just the way they are and can even be empathetic in most situations.  

6.      Is there anything that you would like to add or better clarify (Laureate Education, 2010b)?

For the most part I would just want to express that I am who I am today largely because of her influence.  All of my positive parenting is from her (the negative is from my sister), and she continues to amaze me to this day.  She is 65, got her motorcycle license with me when she turned 60, got a houseboat last year and rides sea doos on the weekends, she runs five miles a day, and eats nothing but healthy and fresh food.  I don’t know where her drive and will power comes from, but I can only hope that I have her motivation, determination, and spontaneity when I am a grandmother as well.  

