NTRODUCTION

A Primer on Ethics
In Public
Administration

WHY STUDY ETHIcSs?

All of us who have
who asks the question,
As degree programs have b
highly valued, it’s 2 fair que

The study of philosophical ethics sometimes presents students and
practitioners of public administration with more confusion than clarity.
What relevance do some ancient Greeks and the more modern ethjca]
thinkers have to today’s world? Courses in public finance and accounting,
human resources management, public policy implementation, and statistics
Seem more relevant in the modern world than the obscure and seemingly
subjective field of ethics. Finally, many students and practitioners of public
administration belieye that the law is an adequate minima standard of
behavior, and that if one simply follows the letter of the law, that should be
sufficient,

v- There are, quite simply,
ssues” that have faced societies from the earljest
es are the questions of knowledge, conduct, and

governance. These are the issyes that philosophy attempts to answer, and
surely these issues are ag important for students and practitioners of public
administration today as they were for societies throughout history.




