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Abstract


Plagiarism has become one of the foremost dire concerns challenging the world of English as a Second Language (ESL) learners across the world. Not only is plagiarism a deceptive tactic that deprives the relationship between the student and the academic institution, it is an increasingly evolving issue that prevents millions of students from demonstrating adequate comprehension of the English language. Without being able to fully exemplify a true understanding of English due to dishonest tactics like plagiarism, countless students will inevitably be insufficiently prepared for future endeavors in today’s competitive academia. In this essay, I will initiate a proposal to raise continuous awareness on reducing and eradicating plagiarism among ELS students; thus, defining a methodology of improving academic integrity. I will also outline a rudimentary objective aimed towards developing an all-inclusive scenario where ESL students actively acquire the necessary skills needed to create citations within their work. To take it one step further, I will aspire to ascertain an introspective look into the significance behind using original work as it relates to all past, present and future ESL students and the use of work citations. 
Project Rationale:

To address this impending issue of how to advance concepts on improved academic integrity through an awareness campaign where ESL learners are predominate, I began working in collaboration with my mentor and teacher at the ESL Program at Eastern Michigan University and had the opportunity to meet with one female student whom we shall refer to as Student M. Student M is a considerably reserved Japanese immigrant and resident of the United States of over two years. Unable to understand why her written and verbal English skills had not been developed to the point where she could give credit to the authors she was using, I began establishing a comprehensive plan that initialized a concept to give the student a basic, principle understanding of how to give credit when applying work from outside sources. By confronting student M from an ESL learner’s perspective, I inquired about any coursework she may have been given as it related to citing any professionally driven work that was not her own. Through closer observation of the material she rendered, I concluded that student M possessed sufficient resources provided by her learning institution that outlined specific guidelines on how to properly cite her outside sources; henceforth, it seemed apparent that there must exist another prevalent issues causing her plagiarism. With this in mind, I asked student M if she understood the importance of avoiding plagiarism as it relates to her school’s code of ethics. In turn, the student gave such a derisory response to this simple inquisition that it was enough to fully demonstrate just how often ESL learners fail to grasp the importance of extracting proper sources when using someone else’s work. To show respect to the introspective world of ESL learners and plagiarism as a whole, I have concluded that the greater goal of this paper will be helping student M understand the concept of referencing her work as it adheres to school and public policy and will also assist student M in inaugurating improved methods of averting the theft of formally original ideas through the use of apposite references within her ELS assessments.
EMU-ESL Program and Plagiarism Defined
Eastern Michigan University (EMU) first established their ELS program to help prepare international students, scholars and other ethnically oriented professionals to effectively utilize all areas of the English language and academic strategies to confidently and successfully participate in academic studies within the confines of the university programs. The EMU based ESL platform is an immersion program which aims to provide non-native English-speaking students with the resources and opportunities to develop their reading, writing, listening, speaking, and study / academic skills to a level appropriate for university-level study programs as well as to equip them with the academic stratagem necessary for the integral understanding of the English subtext culture that is diverse from their original descent. As noble as EMU’s pursuits are, an unfortunate fact remains: the preponderance of academic dishonesty in plagiaristic activity has led student M and others within the ELS program to fall shy of fulfilling the scholastic modes of integrity outlined in the university’s policies. In order to fully understand the actual scope of worldwide plagiarism, I felt it was necessary to give a broad overview of its definition as it relates to ESL students. The Center for Academic Integrity states that among ESL learners, there is an, “increase in plagiarism, with 75 percent of students admitting to some cheating,” (Jackson, 2006, p. 418). Plagiarism, or the theft of intellectual property, has the 
consequence of depriving original work done by another author or authors and can have greatly impetuous impacts on society as a whole. According to the South Coast University plagiarism policy, “Plagiarism is the copying of another person’s ideas or expressions without appropriate acknowledgment and presenting these ideas or forms of expression as their own,” (Sutherland-Smith, 2005, p. 88). This can be particularly prevalent among students who are learning English as second language, especially with the increased use of intellectual theft seen in ESL programs across the nation. Plagiarism, as it becomes apparent, is just not an issue for student M and the others that comprise the school’s program at EMU, but indeed an emerging trend that is growing in one the most superfluous populations of the world. Due of this, it is imperative that Student M is given an opportunity to see how prevalent the issues are and the detrimental effects that they are having on society.
Causes of Plagiarism
The various causes of plagiaristic activity can be far reaching and sometimes difficult to understand. As we already know, this issue of intellectual piracy has become one of the leading issues among the international community of scholastic learners, especially ones enrolled in an ESL oriented program. ESL learners are under an immense system of pressure while undertaking a unique responsibility to learn and adapt to a new, foreign language as well as a Western culture that protects strongly against plagiarism. Because of this, the issue transcends into something sensitive for the vulnerable ESL learner; consequently, it is important to address all possible scenarios as they relate to the reasoning behind plagiarism with an open mind. Among the current mass populace of ESL learners, it has become readily apparent that there is an increasing demand to not only excel, but achieve optimal academic performance among peers and scholastic officials. Due to the increased pressure among the international student body, we see that an augmented amount of anxiety exists as it relates a student’s desire to achieve the best possible grades without having to resort to fraudulent methodologies. Original work is not always attainable and takes a considerable amount of effort, attention and a degree of focus to produce the best results from ESL students. Because of this quandary, especially amongst millions of young ESL learners, it is important to note that there is a sense of urgency to find alternative methods of achieving successful grades if the student body is not able to produce the highest standards of academic integrity. Due to this, there exists a considerable amount of cheating and fraudulent activity that results in plagiarized assignments. To add onto this, many ESL students do not understand the significance behind adhering to new Western societal and collegiate policies that protect against the use of intellectual property. Because ESL learners do not often associate this victimless crime with doing any harm, the act of plagiarism is often overlooked, leading to a number of serious consequences. These consequences thusly result in a number of severe actions taken against considerably large frame of student ignorant to their new school policies, which often times include suspension and even expulsion depending on the degree of plagiarism.
Plagiarism and the Solutions available
As stated before, plagiarism is actually defined as the theft of intellectual property, whether written or oral, and often carries relatively severe academic consequences ESL student typically do not understand. Due to this, it is a growing quandary among scholarly officials as to why students haven’t become educated on the scholastic ramifications of neglecting to cite proper references. According a recent article on how ESL students can avoid plagiarizing assignments, Jose Valencia fist discusses some of the consequences associated with students continuously failing to use acceptable references within their work. Alvarez states that, “plagiarism is handled according to the specific case: asking the student to redo the paper, giving him/her a failing grade for the assignment, lowering the grade or any other sanction stated in the Code of Academic integrity,” (Valencia, p. 1). To outline just how much plagiarism effects the student body on an international pretext, let’s delve into the statistics currently defining the global scale of ESL learners. According to one article, the number of international students at U.S. universities increased 7.2 percent in 2012-13 to an all-time high of 819,644, according to the latest “Open Doors” survey of international enrollments and American study abroad participation, conducted annually by the Institute of International Education. The overall increase in international student enrollments was fueled by continuing growth in the number of students from the first and fourth-largest sending countries, respectively, China (up 21.4 percent) and Saudi Arabia (up 30.5 percent) – increases that more than made up for slight declines from the second and third-largest sending countries, India (down 3.5 percent) and South Korea (down 2.3 percent). This can be considerably efficacious as it proves that the increased ability to cheat and fraud through coursework has continued to increasingly impact ESL students on a wide, transitional scale. Now that we understand the consequences on a collegiate standpoint, it is requisite that the ESL professor grasps a clear, defining command of where students typically acquire their plagiarized material. Knowing that the vast majority of academic institutions have begun approaching a technologically based method of retrieving scholastic articles, coupled with even more numerous amounts of other miscellaneous material vital to the contribution of an ESL learner’s success, it is evident that the use of web-based search engines like Google and Bing have now become greater contributors to illegitimate copying and plagiarizing among the world of ESL students. According to a recent journal entry from the Graz University of Technology based in Austria, “This is due to the fact that writing an essay or seminar paper for a school or university assignment is now very easy by using a search engine to locate relevant literature and to use copy and paste,” Maurer, Mehmood, Korica-Pehserl, 2013, p. 62). Now having an appeal on where plagiarism stems from, it becomes only a matter of deriving an ultimatum for ESL learners as it relates to their academic pursuits. If students cannot justifiably ascertain a complete appreciation of their school’s policy on ethical guidelines, then it may be essential to supplement their coursework with material that helps them gain a positive comprehension of the consequences they may be rendered if caught violating the policies against plagiarism. Furthermore, since we now understand that the majority of students have now begun copying and pasting someone else’s work into their assignments; thusly, claiming formally original work as their own, the institution may find it indispensable to require students to find sources of from the web. By adding additional material that helps the student acknowledge the procedural consequences they face in addition to depriving them of a sufficient opportunity to plagiarize, it is within the best of hopes that a combined effort from the student and faculty may ultimately solidify a solution to this aggregate problem.

Identifying the Main Problem with Student M
Upon a second meeting with student M, I found it important to initiate an opportunity to find a way to discern what the primary objective must be in order to remove any future methods of implementing plagiarized material within her work. The first stage in my advancement towards improving the wuality of her assignments included operative dialogue with her ESL professor. Because her instructor was an integral part in understanding what stage of academic regress student M was currently at, a devoting time to a conversation was wholly admissible in this case. As it turned out, brief discussion with the professor effectively edified me on the nature of student M’s recent journal entries, which included an in-depth look into the extensive nature of her recent plagiarism. Understanding that student M had been reprimanded on several occasions for not being able to explain where she retrieved the vast majority of the material she used within her assignments, I was justified in believing that it a prerequisite to my research must include a basic understanding of where this issue with student M primarily spawned from. After a close observation of the student’s activity, I was obliged to discover that she had become immersed in a class-room assignment that required her to write a 2,000-word draft on a topic about American culture. As I began interviewing the student on the ways she retrieved any information relevant to the completion of her assignment, she demonstrated a constant use of web based material without the use of frequent citations. This systematic scheme of ripping off unique and unprecedented work illustrated the importance of implementing a non-web based design that I outlined earlier. Since it had now become apparent that student M was a victim of the growing web-based trend in ESL learners that typically involved a student sustaining the majority of their work with unoriginal ideas copied from web-based articles and webpages, I confided a probably solution with student M and detailed a precise way she might effectively elude plagiarism in all future assignments. Since I was now able to define the primary issue that student M was having, it became a discernible fact that influencing student M to using a non-web based formula was going to be the definitive focal point of my time with her. 

Discussion and Methodology with Student M
Now that the definitive issue was defined by student M’s monotonous and predictable use of sources found on popular search engines, initiating and implementing the selected method that could finally resolve the issue facing the ESL student was now my next step. Since it had now become apparent that student M was utilizing the basic elements of an atypical plagiaristic boldness, discussing my all print based solution was now essential towards helping her. A recent journal article on the surveying of plagiarism detection states that there are three core functions of a plagiarizers methodology, which includes an exact copy (or copying and pasting), the copying or illustrating of another’s idea or ideas, and paraphrasing, or the copying of a large body of text with the subtle changes of vocabulary and grammar (Rubini, Leela, 2013, p. 117).  Understanding that Student M’s main concern derived from drawing most of her resources from immediately accessible online search engines, allowing a method of simple copying pasting, I began by briefly outlining the academic ramifications of plagiarism and inquired whether or not she understood the consequences made available by EMU. Once she acknowledged that she understood that the results could stem as far as expulsion, I was confident that I had now engaged her attention and was now ready to begin a discussion on what my solution entailed. I began by asking how much of her material that she retrieved was based off of the web. Stating that she rarely used any outside material, such as journal articles and scholastic novellas from the college library, all of which are print based, it became a distinguishable fact that her web based material likely comprised almost if not all of her coursework. Knowing now that my solution of switching to print based material will be a relatively radical change for student M, I decided to accompany her to the college library to select choice material that ranged from textbooks to scholastic journal entries. Although this was a relatively new method, student M found some encouragement within her new endeavors after realizing the vast amount of resources made available in her print-based selection could help her from being reprimanded for any future plagiarism. 

Observation:
From an academic standpoint, there are a number of reasons and excuses that a student finds to cheat, fraud and plagiarize through assignments. In Student M’s particular case, she was unaware that the vast majority of work she copied from outside web sources was not only the main cause of her instructor’s frustration, but also encompassed a root basis for her plagiaristic activity. There were many solutions that could have been instituted, such as using a complex and sophisticated plagiarism detector called Turnitin. According to a recent article on this urbane software, “Turnitin claims to be the leading academic plagiarism detector utilized by teachers and students to avoid plagiarism and ensure academic integrity,” (Bensal, Miraflores, Tan, p. 3) This web based software is commonly used by a number of ESL professors because of its effectiveness in detecting unoriginal work that is commonly found on the web. By using such software, it also encourages students to strive towards using proper citations and work more industriously towards originating innovative and unique ideas. Unfortunately, the ESL class was not associated with this software nor were the majority of ESL professors at EMU familiar with Turnitin; thus, another methodology had to take place. Because of this, my main concern when I returned to the student’s classroom was to observe any progress that existed between her effectively and successfully utilizing print based resources and accurately applying in-text citations into her assignments. It was within my interests to see that by swaying the student away from a leisurely role of copying and pasting text from a web-based source that she may be intrigued to benefit her academic pursuits by using proper citations from a source that didn’t allow any copying and pasting benefits. As it turned out, the day of my return coincided with the completion of her in-class assignment that consisted of an extensive essay on American culture. Before she submitted it, I was surprised to see that student M had broadened her print based resources by returning to the university’s library at a later date in order to rent a number of relevant articles. Not only had the student successfully utilized an alternative source, her scholastic enterprise turned out more material than she would have originally copy and pasted from online resources. Although these kinds of results were unexpected, I found them pleasantly affirming to my original idea of enticing student M to properly cite outside sources. The original notion that if student M was not able to find relief from abusing online resources, she would inevitably be forced to exhaust material that would not allow her to plagiarize so easily. One I was able to give a review of her assignment, I discovered she had actually improved on her citation skills, specifically adhering to the APA format the EMU suggests all ESL students abide by. To allow more general specifics about the examples of success her work demonstrated, she had used four journal entries from scholastic authors in the field of early Anglo-American culture and sufficed to represent her facts and statistics with five more print based resources that included two textbooks and three print based articles. I also eagerly note that the student eventually found it more rewarding to her academic integrity to know she had completed the assignment based off of the procedural articles outlined in her college’s policies against plagiarism. I felt that this ultimately raised the young woman’s self-esteem and only further contributed to the imminent success of student M’s future assignments.
Interview with the Professor
Plagiarism is very serious and unfavorable aspect of our academic society. Since the inception of ripping off original ideas for the benefit of a student’s ability to produce authentic, scholastically worthy efforts, plagiarized assignments have continued to be one of the primary concerns and nuisances of ESL professors around the world. Implementing a print based resourcing system where student M was limited to using only material she could physically use to compliment her writing assignment illustrated a strong level of success and effectiveness. After I had drawn the conclusion that my pseudo experiment had given an element of achievement, given that student M had shown significant progress in refraining from using mass, online plagiarism within her essay, I deemed it necessary to conduct a formal interview with the student’s teacher in order to extract any positive feedback pertaining to the continuous success of student M’s academic integrity. During the interview, the teacher began by professing that student M’s initial problematic nature regarding the use of plagiarism was very reminiscent of other students’ issues with the subject within his ESL classroom. Although it was readily apparent that the professor was approaching some sort of verbal gratitude towards my effort with student M, there seemed to be a sense of concern for the rest of his pupils. Although it appeared that one particular student had benefited from the use of print based research methods, there still begged the question of whether a mass body of students would ultimately benefit from the same study. I was unfortunately obliged to let him know that my studies and efforts were limited towards one such individual. Concluding the interview, I was affirmed that student M had shown significant progress in not only properly and effectively using outside resources, but is continuously progressing in her efforts to cite her sources in an academically professional manner. 
Interview with the Student

Upon interviewing student M, I saw that her classroom demeanor and her overall approach towards achieving academic integrity had improved dramatically. Initially, there had been a considerable amount of hesitation that had transgressed into bitter reluctance when I first approached her with the proposal to use print based researching methods. It had become apparent to the both of us that student M had become comfortable with utilizing web based research as a tool to plagiarize entire assignments, which I have deduced to have gone on for an extended period of time. Already content with the idea of using unoriginal work to complete assignments, I admit concerns existed between us whether she was ready to make such a dramatic transition. Upon asking how she felt about her progress, she readily informed me that she has now begun feeling more inclined towards producing her own original work. This, I felt, illustrated a prior notion that student M had always wanted the academic capacity to create assignments on her own accord, but was inevitably missing the tools to do so. In many cases where ESL students are pressured to learn new things at a considerably fast pace, the majority of students are not given enough time to find the right solutions in order to excel with their studies. In student M’s case, she insists that by having adopted the idea of using only print material from the college’s library, she felt a sense of welcomed confinement that permitted her to reach a level she would not have been able to achieve on her own.. In this case, I feel that student M, like all other students being victimized the crime of intellectual property theft, simply need an alternative to help craft and build upon their skills as effectual ESL learners. This is an important skill that all ESL learners must adopt if they feel it is within their grasp to transition away from the conformed method of plagiarizing online material to a new methodology of taking advantage of print material in order to adequately satisfy all aspects of academic integrity through the use of proper work citations.
Results
I began this research with a principle understanding of the difficulties associated with ESL learners. Being empathetic towards a mass body of students attempting to associate with the diverse methodologies and worldly aspects of a different region, culture and language, it was vital to comprehend a struggle that exited in the academic exertions of each individual. After reviewing the level of consistent plagiarism seen in the student’s work, I became consciously aware of the growing and impending problem associated with all ESL learners on a very subtext and introspective light. Student M’s circumstances weren’t any different from the rest of the ESL world and the progress she displayed, although noble and fruitful, could have been produced by anyone else. The fact is, the pupil indeed illustrated immensely positive signs of improvement on two levels: academic integrity and scholastic advancement. I found that by removing any ability to effortlessly derive large quantities of material from a vast search engine and supplement the resources through print text, student M’s likeliness of achieving a level of unprecedented integrity would vastly improve, which is did. The conclusive results illustrate that if student M continues to follow the path she is currently on, it is possible for her to avoid being ensnared in the world of plagiaristic activity and ultimately find the potential to continue her studies and academic endeavors in a more positive light.
Conclusion

In conclusion, my findings found that there was a serious and detrimental amount of plagiaristic activity occurring throughout the vast majority of international students. This kind of extreme theft of original intellectual thought has been prevalent among the principle body of ESL learners and has showed increased signs of frequency and severity among young students. When I began the research with student M, I found that she was a victim of an atypical form of plagiarism which was constituted as a rudimentary form of copying and pasting large bodies of online text without giving substantial credit to any specific author. After initiating a proposal that outlined a print based method of retrieving scholastic resources to embody and rationalize the points represented in her essays, I found that the student M began improving on her methods of research and citing her explicit sources. This stunning advancement illustrated that the student was self-restrained towards the use of plagiarism once prevented from accessing web based material that allotted schematic access to copy and paste plagiarism. Following an interview with both student and pupil, I found that there existed a positive correlation between my new print based method and giving the student an opportunity to use authentic and realistic resources through the college library. Due to these findings, I can deduce that student M, if consistent with her current routine, will ultimately find it more suitable and beneficial to her scholastic exertions to avoid plagiarism through this unique methodology of exclusively using printed material.
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