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Planet Earth’s surface is over 70% water,
but less than 1% of the water on Earth is
considered accessible, usable freshwater for
sustaining humans’ and other orgamisms’
lves. OFf the accessible freshwater,
approximately 99% is located in aquifers,
natural underground water chambers, and
other groundwater sources. Unfortunately,
humans are depleting the aquifers faster
than they can be recharged by the
hydrological cycle. Therefore, three quarters
of groundwater is considered nonrenewable.
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People are using groundwater resources
mainly for dnnking and imgation. As a result,
this not only decreases an important source
of freshwater—it also can cause pollution of
that groundwater by saltwater intrusion. The
recharge rate of groundwater is further
hindered by land clearing and deforestation
caused by human development. When land
is cleared for human development, more
flooding occurs, the franspiration rate (the
amount of water evaporating into the
atmosphere from plants) is reduced, and
rainwater is inhibited from adequately
percolating (penetrate the soil) into the
ground to allow for aquifers and groundwater
to be recharged.



http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22

Your complimentary
use period has ended.

-_— .
T -Complete

Forty percent of the world's food is produced
via imgation. As a result, if the cumrent rate of
groundwater usage continues, food
production could be drastically reduced
worldwide. This reduction in food supply
would be detnmental in sustaining the
projected worldwide human population of
over 10 billion within the next 50 years.
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