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A Museum torWomen

Waill W?zsﬁz'ngtoni‘; new

museum focus Zong—ove'rdue

attention on women artists

of the past and present or

. .
will 1t segregate them in a

Jemale ghetto? By Sara Day

he National Museum of

Women in the Arts, due to

open next April. is probably

the first museumn of its kind in

' the world. Its supporters say

that the museum came into being in re-

sponse to a need voiced by artists, art his-

torians, collectors and museum profes-

sicnals for an institution that focuses on the

contributions of women to the history of

art, but some of its critics fear that it is an
1dea whose time has passed.

Many of the museum’s critics believe

that at a time when women are making unprecedented break-
throughs in all professional fields, a separate museum for
women’s art is inappropriate. Others think the museum rep-
resents a ** ghettoization’” of women’s art that will do women
more harm than good. Some who support the idea of a
women's museum are very dissatisfied with the way this
particular one has been developing. Its critics say that so
far the museum has been unprofessional in its approach to
achieving its stated objectives, which are *‘to acquire, re-
search, interpret and expose for the public the vast achieve-
ments of women artists through a strong permanent
collection, changing exhibits program, traveling exhibi-
tions, Library Resource Center and public programs.”

The driving force behind the museum is its founder, Wil-
helmina (Billie) Cole Holladay, who, with her husband,
Wallace, has formed a collection of art by women. Billie
Holladay, an attractive, elegant woman of regal presence
and persuasive abilities, was born in Elmira. New York, in
1922, received a B.A. from Elmira College in 1944 and
pursued postgraduate studies in art history at the University
of Paris in the early '50s. The Holladays were married in
1946 and have a son and four grandchildren. They are so-
cially prominent in Washington. Wally Holladay is presi-
dent, and his wife is a director, of Holladay-Tyler Printing
Corporation, which prints Connoisseur and Smithsonian
magazines, the Metropolitan Museum of Art Quarterly and
parts of National Geographic. Holladay also owns a suc-
cessful real-estate investment company, the Holladay Cor-
poration, for which Mrs. Holladay is director of interior
design. She has served on several Washington boards. in-
cluding, currently, those of the Women’s National Bank
and the Corcoran Gallery of Art, and, in the past, the Phillips
Collection.

The Holladays found the focus for their collection 20
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