SHORT RESEARCH PAPER QUESTION - SUMMARY ITEMS TO INCLUDE








What data will you collect?





List as specifically as you can the observations or measurements you will make. 





Be specific about units of measure and definitions of the observations (what's "in," what's "out").





What statistics will we calculate from the data (for instance, mean/median/quartiles/skewness; standard deviation; probability/ frequency plots; correlations between ___ and ___ (or more) and regression analysis; 





What thematic analysis is needed (for open-ended survey questions); 








What about use of:


Confidence intervals; 


comparison of two or more samples (two-sample hypothesis test);


control chart;


payoff table/decision tree; 


index numbers/time series; etc.).





Limitations and sources of error. What are the limitations of your data? What sources of error might there be? For instance, "The opinion sample could be biased, because ___. We can reduce the bias be ensuring we select potential respondents randomly." Or, these data historically tend to be unintentionally biased in favour or ___. We could reduce that effect by ___."








For each statistic you identify, state why you selected that statistic and what information is will provide (that is, interpretation of the data). Caution: There are probably just a few key statistics 
