ABC University in general

ABC University Online is the web-based virtual campus of ABC University with residential campuses throughout the US. ABC University's mission is to provide for the varying educational needs of a culturally diverse and geographically dispersed student body with the goal of preparing students academically, personally, and professionally for successful careers. We are dedicated to accomplishing this goal by making a quality online education available to anyone with a passion for learning or a motivation to make their career aspirations come true. The ABC University Online degree programs allow students the freedom to study online any time to achieve their Associate's, Bachelor's or Master's degrees in an ever-expanding range of degree programs. With our Fourth Dimension Learning™, rich multimedia course delivery and dedicated instructors, we have become one of the fastest growing online universities in North America. 

ABC University Online's virtual campus provides students with similar services available at a land-based university where degrees are offered with classrooms and student services as close as any Internet-connected computer. You'll have access to a complete campus experience, including a comprehensive Cybrary, career planning services, and more. And, the virtual campus never closes. You'll have access to it 24 hours a day, seven days a week, whether you choose to pursue your studies while traveling, at work, at home or even vacationing.
ABC University Online's Singularity™ learning approach seeks to establish our programs on an instructionally sound foundation. Singularity™ represents the integration of technology and instructor-led instruction; the integration of anytime/anywhere learning and real-time interaction, support, and feedback; the integration of self-directed and instructor-initiated instruction; and the integration of competency-based vocational and academic skill development. In essence, Singularity™ blends diverse methods of interaction and support between the student and various forms of instruction to achieve a unified learning environment.
In Fourth Dimension Learning™, educational experiences are not measured by the hours in a classroom seat, as it is in a traditional classroom. Beyond the three-dimensional walls of the physical classroom, a Fourth Dimension exists. In this environment, learning is unencumbered by time and space restrictions. It is an online environment that does not require students to be in a specific place at a specific time, and it allows students to play an active role in their learning process by navigating though a non-linear environment. By freeing students from the linear, physical learning environment, they can engage in a student-driven experience that helps learning become relative to each student. By empowering the student in the learning experience, the experience itself changes and the motivation for learning can increase. In the Fourth Dimension, physical time becomes personal time. Learning on personal time versus clock time allows students to grasp a concept, master a principle, or apply a learning outcome on their own time. The student can choose the amount of time to spend on a concept and the level of social interaction. In Fourth Dimension Learning, students can reflect upon their own learning, join others to discuss the connections that have been made between concepts and place them in the context of their experiences, from their own relative location, whether it's at home or at work or from a family member's computer. The learning is then not distant, but centrally occurring from within the spatiotemporal location of where the learner lives and works.

CommonGround™ is a technological learning vehicle that is used to create a community for students and leverage the benefits of synchronous interaction. The learning environment created by CommonGround allows for dynamic exchange between instructors and classmates in robust ways, such as real time presentations delivered via streaming audio, public and private text chat capabilities, and the integration of visual aids. In the Singularity Learning Model™, based on the Fourth Dimension Learning Theory™, the university sets the goal of blending synchronous and asynchronous learning. CommonGround is one of the means used to achieve that goal, by allowing flexible opportunities to interact within a learning community. This social interaction enhances the student's ability to construct knowledge (Jonassen, Davidson, Collins, Campbell, and Haag 1995), and high levels of interaction increase the student's motivation, attention, and achievement (Fulford & Zhang 1993). CommonGround™ allows the student to choose his/her level of interaction, and by using it, the student can transform an asynchronous environment into a synchronous one. 

CommonGround was designed as a medium that would allow instructors to go beyond the traditional classroom lecture, and offer dynamic and engaging sessions that relay content to students through a live audio/visual format. When instructors lead a CommonGround session, their audio presentation is broadcasted to students in real-time via streaming audio. While they are speaking they can use the whiteboard, a space in which they can post slides and images, draw lines and shapes, and add color and text. There is also a polling feature that instructors can use to determine the direction of the lecture or ask global questions of the class. The student responses are then tallied and displayed to the class. While this is taking place, students can also ask questions and interact with other classmates both publicly and privately. All of the public chat as well as the instructor's audio, polling, and whiteboard actions are captured and archived, so students can replay them at any time during the course. Technology allows opportunities to improve the online learning environment, and CommonGround takes advantage of those opportunities by creating a highly interactive, synchronous environment that appeals to both visual and verbal learners. It is also blurs the line between synchronous and asynchronous by allowing students to replay a synchronous session, thus removing time restrictions that can be a barrier to a student's ability to learn. 
ABC University Instructional Technology

Program Detail

The ABC University Online Master of Education degree in Instructional Technology program curriculum is designed for teachers, corporate instructors, military trainers and others who share a passion for learning and have a desire to be at the forefront of modern education. This career-focused curriculum focuses on the role advancing technology will play in the way we learn, the ways we teach and the potential for collaborative virtual learning environments made possible by Internet-delivered, rich multimedia course content. Students who complete the Master of Education in Instructional Technology will have acquired up-to-date knowledge that focuses on preparing them to pursue such careers as Curriculum Developer, Education Consultant, Instructional Designer, Distance Learning Specialist, Online Course Developer and many others. 
The Master of Education degree with a concentration in Instructional Technology is not designed to meet state educator licensing requirements. It may assist students in gaining licensure in their state of residence depending upon requirements. Courses required to complete the M.Ed. in Instructional Technology include:

· Instructional Technology. This course introduces students to foundational concepts and skills for personal and professional use of technology, including productivity software. This course explores instructional technology, including definition and components of design and development. The use of technology in the classroom as well as distance learning is covered.

· Computer-Mediated Learning Environments. The course examines the use of computer-meditated learning environments in classroom, lab and distributed learning contexts. Students will work on specific projects related to their field of practice, creating computer-based instructional materials reflecting problem definition, learner analysis, objectives specification, criterion tests, construction, strategies selection, formative validation, and evaluation. Attention is given to ethical and legal issues regarding the appropriate use of copyrighted material.

· Online Learning: Theory and Practice. This course explores the organization, development, and delivery of distance learning programs. Additionally, it explores course logistics, technology applications, and student management systems. Students engage in discourse with instructors, peers, and other experts while creating Internet resources to be used in their own educational settings. By the end of the course, students will have an electronic portfolio of their work and be prepared to assume leadership roles within their specific contexts related to technology.

Learning Experience

ABC University Online offers an amazing opportunity for educators to enhance their qualifications with an up-to-date, real-world Master of Education degree. Our curricula are accelerated and career-focused, offering you a means by which to quickly acquire the relevant knowledge and skills that will be important in the future of modern education. This Master of Education degree features a concentration in Instructional Technology. The focus of the program is to prepare tomorrow's teachers, trainers, developers and education consultants with a relevant, real-world education focusing on up-to-date technology and how it is used in today's classrooms and corporate training environments. In this curriculum, you will learn to:

· Integrate the use of various instructional media and technologies for learning, including classroom presentation tools, computer-based and network-based instructional systems. 

· Train educators to use instructional technology in various educational settings. 

· Identify and take advantage of the unique opportunities and challenges involved in the organization, development, and delivery of a distance learning program. 

· Provide leadership in applying new technologies. 

· Anticipate possible problems in integrating instructional technology and devise effective solutions to maximize student performance. 

· The degree program is structured to provide tomorrow's dedicated education professionals with the knowledge, real-life skills and practical background they need to pursue a diverse range of rewarding teaching, training and educational consulting positions.

Virtual Classroom experience

At ABC University Online, we believe that the future of education will be defined by online learning, specifically because of the flexible convenience it affords focused professionals intent on advancing their careers. The rapid advancement of Internet technology now makes it possible for students to experience a relevant, meaningful, up-to-date education from the comfort of their own home or office and from the convenience of any Internet-connected computer. Our courses are delivered via rich interactive multimedia that puts you in control of when and where you learn. This uncommonly in-depth educational experience has been designed to prepare you for real-world professional situations you may face as you begin to build your career in the rapidly changing landscape of modern education.

What will your classes be like?

Real-Time Interaction: ABC University Online's amazing multimedia curricula enable you to interact with your professors and classmates in real time via interactive chat sessions, message boards and email. You'll complete interesting group projects, participate in lively online discussions and share valuable professional insights with other students interested in pursuing a variety of careers in the rewarding field of education.

Anytime Access: When, where and how you access your classroom presentations is completely under your control. As a student at ABC University Online, you'll have the ability to pause, advance, fast-forward or rewind your studies. Or, print hard copies of course transcripts if you wish. The ABC University Online learning environment was created specifically to make education accessible and accelerated for today's motivated students.

Our Comprehensive Cybrary: No real university would be complete without a dynamic library. The ABC University Online Cybrary brings the resources of a full academic library to a student's desktop computer, providing anytime online access to thousands of articles from newspapers, magazines and scholarly journals.
