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Without a global revolution in the sphere of human consciousness, nothing will change for the better in the sphere of our being as humans, and the catastrophe toward which we are headed . . . will be unavoidable. 

—Vaclav Havel (Quoted in Lasley, 1994, p. 3)

The Need for Global-Community Psychology 

Human survival and well-being is now embedded in an entangled web of global economic, political, social, and environmental events and forces. Global events and forces are now local events and forces! Willingly or unwillingly, the world has become the fabled “global village” ( McLuhan, 1968,

 HYPERLINK "http://web.ebscohost.com.ezp.waldenulibrary.org/ehost/delivery?sid=a3a51dd4-1921-4985-9627-ae6710cd6328%40sessionmgr12&vid=2&hid=13" \l "c52" 1989), and the global village is multicultural, multinational, and multiethnic. The scale, complexity, and impact of these events and forces constitute a formidable challenge for psychology as a science and profession. They demand a major disciplinary response, including a rethinking of psychology's assumptions, methods, and interventions, and a rethinking of psychology's roles in understanding and resolving the challenges now before us. 

Table 1 lists some of the events and forces facing the world today. What is especially challenging about them is not only their number, but also their complex interdependency and their global impact. The popular press has increasingly called our attention to the consequences of these events and forces. Journalist Robert Kaplan (1994), in an article entitled “The Coming Anarchy,” argued that our world faces a period of unprecedented upheaval brought on by major social, political, and environmental forces. He pointed out that national governments have failed to stem the tide of cataclysmic events threatening to overwhelm our world. Numerous writers share his view that difficult times are ahead. Historian Samuel Huntington (1996), in his book The Clash of Civilizations, argued that Western, Arabic, and Eastern civilizations are headed for a momentous confrontation because of different worldviews and values. Author Gore Vidal (1996) warned that international communication conglomerates are exercising virtual control over mass opinion in Big Brother fashion. William Greider (1996), national editor of Rolling Stone magazine, in his new book, One World, Ready or Not: The Manic Logic of Global Capitalism, concluded that the new global capitalistic economy is headed for a dreadful reckoning. George Soros (1997), a billionaire capitalist, in his article, “The Capitalist Threat,” contended that free-market global capitalism may undermine the values that an open society depends on. Writers William McKibben (1998) and David Quammen (1998) noted that we are heading for an environmental catastrophe that may doom many of earth's animals, plants, and forests and, with them, human life as we have known it. 


