Brief statement synopsizing the story (half page)

To Kill a Mockingbird is a narrative story told by a six year old girl named Scout. The story is about Scout’s father, Atticus Finch, a lawyer who has to defend a black man of raping a white woman. The community excepts Atticus to provide a weak defense for the black man, Tom Robinson. Atticus refuses and provides a solid defense for his client. Though Tom is innocent, the jury convicts him based on bigotry and social prejudices, and while being transferred back to prison he escapes and is killed. The accused drunken father tries to kill Scot and, her brother, Jem. But they are saved by Boo, a mysterious neighbor, who ends up killing him with a kitchen knife. Boo is a reclusive man because he has special needs. Atticus and the town’s sheriff do not report Boo, because the town has proven that they well kill a mockingbird. 

What religious and/or philosophical questions/issues are portrayed in To Kill a Mockingbird? (help page)

To Kill a Mockingbird looks at racial prejudice and intolerance within a community and examines the causes. What are the basic moral codes by which to live and encounter individuals who appear different? Is justice actually “justice” when it is defined by the prejudgments of a community that is founded on biases and ignorance?  Are the people in power truly free or slaves to the social standards of the community? How do the people that might challenge social norms precede in changing the community or even themselves? All these questions are addressed in this film.

 What are the basic moral codes by which to live and encounter individuals who appear different?  Atticus Flinch teaches his children, Scout and Jem, “to climb into his skin and walk around in it” to see if you have compassion.  This is portrayed in the charactors, Tom and Boo and their problems.  Tom is accused of rape and because he is a black man the town has prejudged him and found him guilty before any evidence is presented. Boo is a white man but myths are created to establish fear in the children to stay way from him because he is different. 
THE QUESTIONS THE FILM RAISES FOR YOU AND WHY (HALF PAGE)

I enjoyed this film for its insight into a period of racial segregation and discrimination. After watching this film, I wondered if we, most importantly, if I am repeating the same social and racial injustices against the unknown, today? September the 11th, when thousands of Americans were killed, I started to look at Muslims negativity. Were they going to kill my family? Is the community painting Muslims as inferior raving beings? Are they going through the same injustices that Tom Robinson and Boo Randley went through? I wonder if I speak up against the War on Terrorist, would I be ostracized like Atticus from the community? SHOULD I LEAVE THIS HERE OR MOVE TO THE BEGINNING OF FIRST PARAGRAPH?  

Outline

I. Summary of Video

II. Philosophical Issues/Questions
a. Are there basic moral codes?
i. How to treat people
1. Boo and Tom
ii. What is justice?
b. Are we free or bound by social norms?
i. Atticus
1. Speaking politely in court to the “victim” to win the jury
2. Judge- not throwing the case out of court but was obviously mad when the verdict came back guilty

ii. Cases

1. Boo’s father

a. Kept Boo inside for fear of the community

2. Tom’s family

a. Respectful to Mr. Bob Ewell
c. How do we change?

i. Teaching our children by example

1. Atticus

a. Defending a black man when no one else would

b. Not fighting when then he was spit on

c. Be true to yourself (then you can walk with your head held high)

Protecting Boo because we know what society was like
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