Religion is notoriously difficult to define. To many people it is many different things. I believed that religion was a set of personal beliefs that men, male and female, followed in their pursuit to understand an “Ultimate” power through organized institutions. 

I agree with Clifford Geertz’s, definition of religion as “a system of symbols which act to establish powerful, persuasive, and long-lasting moods and motivations in men by formulating conceptions of a general order of existence and clothing these conceptions with such a aura of factuality that the moods and motivations seem uniquely realistic.” 

Religion is a set of “traditions” that answers the needs of a “culture.

Religion traditions express doctrine and myths of a “culture.”

These theoretical express are reinforced by the practical and sociological structure of the “religious tradition”.

 In order for the religious tradition to continue it must have creditability, authority, interpretably, and the ability to change based on the needs (questions) off a “culture”.  

Religion answers questions of a “culture.” What is the propose of life? Why is there justice and injustice? How does justice happen in the world? What happens when people die? Religion is a tradition that answers the 

For a religious tradition to work it must have creditability. be believable.  “Cultures” must believe in the tradition. For a set of symbols (tradition) to work it has to be believable. Creditability within a “religious” tradition is established by “a system of symbols.”

Interruptible - motivations in men by formulating conceptions of a general order of existence and clothing these conceptions with such a aura of factuality that the moods and motivations seem uniquely realistic- Interruptible it has to believable in several sectors of experience, personal life, family life, professional life, recreational life. It has to make since of life. Believability and interruptible are intertwine. 

Authority- act to establish powerful, persuasive, and long-lasting moods and motivations in men. Authority- being able to mediate identity and environment. Example, Catholic 50 migrates come and Italian how did they have authority; they brought the nuns with them. The nuns came and established social institutes, assimilation happened. It made sense everywhere. A social world was created in which people function. 

The ability to incorporate change- Reliability the ability to change based on the needs (questions) off a “culture”.

If Religious traditions are going to have creditability interruptible, and authority, the ability to define people and for them to think its normal, they need to be able to incorporate change. How do you do that? Myth, connect things with the beginnings of a tradition. How do traditions maintain themselves? 

Creditability, interpretability and authority are social and at some level institutionalized, so that they can continue. (The question of revelation) how do you know the true? Is it that one is social and acculturated into religious traditions? 

Outline

I. Introduction: Definition of “religious” tradition

A.
Buddhism 

1. Theoretical Concepts (What do they say?)

a. Reality is an indescribable unity. Humans find themselves in a real of suffering governed by karma. 

b. Live the life of Buddha.  Buddha revealed and presented a way to attain realization 

c. Transformation of consciousness

d. Transformation of karma

e. Creditability

2. Practical

a. To do good. Religious and moral works that gain good rebirth. 

b. To seek Nirvana by meditation or related practices

c. Interuptiablity,

3. Sociological

a. Temples; the samgha or order of monks

b. Authority

c. The ability to incorporate change.

