Research Paper Pointers

Things to DO when writing a Research Paper:

1. Review the directions and grading guidelines for your research paper in your syllabus, FIRST.

2. Do write your paper on the topic that we have agreed upon (i.e. the topic you uploaded during Week 1 of the term). If you are to write about “organ transplants” then, don’t write about “water pollution.” I will deduct a minimum of 10 points from your grade if you do this.

3. DO read the APUS policy on Plagiarism and follow it!  I have a zero tolerance policy for plagiarism in my classroom, and if your paper is determined to be plagiarized, you will receive a zero for the assignment (this is 10% of your final grade in Biology). The best way to prevent this is to submit your paper to our free classroom subscription of Turnitin.com.   In addition, less that 10% of your paper should be directly quoted and, when you do use direct quotes, you should provide the correctly APA formatted in-text citations in order to give credit to the original source of this information.  Please see the attached document for instructions on how to access the Turnitin.com site.

4. Research and use more than one reference (journal, book, article…).

5. NEVER use Wikipedia as your reference, it is commonly erroneous and if used in your paper, I will deduct a minimum of 10 points from your grade if you do.

6. Once you’ve gathered the information you need to write your paper, begin by making an outline of your paper. The use of numbers or bullets in an outline is a great idea. Determine how your information will be organized. Decide how many paragraphs you will include in your paper, and, in what order they will appear.

7. DO follow the APA guidelines for your references, as no other reference style will be accepted and you will be deducted points if you use another style (i.e. NO footnotes!).

8. Do include in-text citations throughout your text at the end of any sentence that introduces new information about your topic from a reference. All in-text citations should be listed in APA format as well.

9. Do follow my directions and submit a paper that is double-spaced, 10 or 12 pt font, one-inch margins, etc…(See our syllabus for this and my “Research Paper Grade Sheet”.)

10. Do use hyphens in words that need one. (ex: forty-five)

11. Do include a well-defined (obvious, stand-alone paragraph) introduction and conclusion. I will deduct points if either of these is missing.

12. Do understand that the minimum number of sentences required to make a paragraph is 3! If you try to make a paragraph out of 1 long sentence, or 2 sentences, you will be deducted points.

13. Finally, DO proofread!!! This is such a simple thing that can save you so many points.  You are at the college-level and I expect quality work from you.

Things to NOT DO when writing a Research Paper: 
1. Do NOT include a lot of direct quotes in your paper. In fact, I will only tolerate a quote that is a small phrase (about 5-6 words long). Any quote longer than this will be deducted points. It is unprofessional in Science to use long quotes in your paper. Besides, this tells me that you don’t understand what you are writing about, so you are trying to mask this by using quotes from others! 

2. Do NOT include bulleted lists in the middle of your paper. I will deduct points.

3. Do NOT include long, run-on sentences. Make sure you understand when to end a sentence with a period. Do not join several sentences with commas so that it is one mega-sentence!

4. Do not introduce your paper with the words, “My assignment was to research X, Y, Z…” We all know what the assignment was. Begin writing about your topic from the very start.  In addition, avoid writing in the first or second person all together (i.e. I, me, you, we, etc.).  Simply state the facts of your research and avoid personal references or “addressing your reader”.

5. Science is not the subject where flowery, poetic words are appreciated. This is great in English class, but not in Biology. In science, we want the facts and conclusions, and nothing more.

6. Do NOT plagiarize! I cannot say this strongly enough. This is a very serious offense. Did you know that by APUS policy, two incidences of reported plagiarism “may result in dismissal from the University System?” Did you know that if you do not include in-text citing of references or a reference list at the end of your paper, this is considered a form of plagiarism? **I routinely run every paper through Turnitin.com to check if it is plagiarized. 
**Here are some excellent websites that I have collected for you to review any areas of research paper writing that you may need help with: 
Common Errors in Student Research Papers: 
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~bioslabs/tools/report/reporterror.html
Writing Rules: 
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~bioslabs/tools/report/wrules.html
Use of Commas in English: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/607/02/
http://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/writing/comma
Use of Punctuation in English: 
http://www2.actden.com/writ_den/tips/sentence/puctuate.htm
APA guidelines for references found here: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
