	Occupation
	1998
	2008

	Physicians
	577,000
	699,000

	Dentists
	160,000
	165,000

	Optometrists
	38,000
	42,000

	Physicians Assistant
	66,000
	98,000

	Registered Nurse
	2,079,000
	2,530,000

	Physical therapists
	120,000
	161,000

	Respiratory therapists
	86,000
	123,000

	Dental hygienists
	143,000
	201,000

	Clinical lab techs 
	313,000
	366,000

	Licensed practical nurses
	692,000
	828,000

	Speech pathologists
	105,000
	145,000

	
	
	


