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Research Essay—Sequence of Assignments: Arguing for Change

Objectives: 

Better understand the issues and sources important to your field

Survey research in order to narrow and develop a topic

Propose a research project using a pre-defined format

Choose and review credible and scholarly secondary sources

Use research to support an intellectual argument

Write an academic argument proposing change in your field to an audience of your peers

Present your argument to a general audience and defend it

Purpose: To inform and persuade
Format: Essay, eight to ten complete pages

Audience: Undergraduate students in your major 
Sequence of Assignments, Research Essay

Overview
Research Essay: Arguing for Change 

This assignment asks you to propose a change that will solve a problem in your field. You will explore your professional field or academic discipline; develop practical research, writing and presentation skills; and write an essay that is no fewer than 8 complete pages and no more than 10 that briefly identifies a problem and then uses research to support your proposal for change. Your proposed change should be of your own invention.
What does “change” mean for your field?  
Some of you may be interested in proposing a practical, non-scholarly change, such as providing more funding for research and development or increasing cultural-competence training for your colleagues.  For these arguments, showing the need and arguing for a visible change may be the easy part; using scholarly sources and a scholarly format may be more challenging.

Some of you may be more interested in “pure” research that is directed at colleagues in your field.  For these arguments, using scholarly sources and presenting an academic argument should be fairly straightforward.  But you’ll need to make sure that you don’t merely repeat an argument that’s already been made or recap your sources. 

Regardless of which approach you take, you can use research to effectively argue for change.  The components of this project, combined with class activities and exercises, will help you do so.

Project Components

Although the pieces of this research project are outlined individually (each with its own assignment description, requirements, and due date), you should not think of them as discrete activities.  Remember that the research and writing process is recursive, which means that you move forward from one phase (such as preliminary research) to the next and then find that you need to return to an “earlier” portion of the project.  Thus, the phases of this project overlap and affect one another.  For example, although your literature review is due after your project proposal, you’ll certainly be working on them in tandem; you’ll need to do some research to propose your essay topic, which will start building your annotated bibliography, and then more research to refine and develop your ideas—likely as you’re beginning to draft your essay.  You’ll need to be thinking about (and, often, looking ahead to) each stage of this project as you work on the following individual pieces.
1. Researched Essay Proposal

Value (5%)


This phase of your research project requires you to plan your research well in advance of writing your paper.

 Be aware that while it’s important for you to have a clear idea of what you hope to investigate and ultimately argue, you also have to be willing to let your research, writing, and thinking change your mind.  Despite how hard you’ll work on this proposal, you’ll still develop, refine, and perhaps even change your mind in the course of writing your research paper, and that’s okay.  In fact, it’s part of real-world research and writing.

In the “real world,” proposals are essential to getting your project funded or approved, be it from a funding agency or your boss.  In these proposals, format is often as important as content, in part because of the overwhelming number of proposals that a reviewer receives.  Thus, in grading this project, I’ll be looking at both your ideas and the extent to which you’ve adhered to the proposal guidelines.

Your audience is Professor DeFazio; your goal is to receive approval for your project.

Guidelines

Format:  

· Follow appropriate style sheet (MLA for Humanities; APA for Social Sciences and Business—not required: title page, abstract, running title)

· Paste the grading rubric (below) to the bottom of your file 

· 2-3 complete pages (excluding the appendix)    

· Include your last name and page number as a right-justified header on all pages    

· Make each section header Bold; start the section on the next line.   

· Maintain a formal writing style/voice throughout, and be concise; keep extra information (quotations, anecdotes, explanations) to a minimum. Remember that your reviewer has a number of proposals to read and wants only the essential information in this document.  

· Centered atop first page (no separate title page; no quotation marks):

First Line(s):  concise, descriptive title including the phrase “Proposal to Investigate…”

Next Line:  Submitted to Professor DeFazio

Next Line:  by [Your Name]

Next Line:  Date

A. Introduction

In short, this section is your explanation of what your essay is about, including your initial take on this issue.  This is also where you must establish that this is a problem relevant to the current state of your field and/or an issue of current debate.   

B.  Statement of the Problem 

Describe the general topic and the situation, question, or controversy you’ll address  

Convince the reader that it is important and interesting  

Establish that this is a problem or current issue in your field  

C.  Purpose and Approach 

By the end of this section, your reader should be clear about your research question or the hypothesis that you’re testing.   

Describe the kind of recommendation or argument that you currently plan to make: what change needs to be made? why? by whom?  

Identify at least one probable audience for your essay and explain why they are an appropriate audience/how your argument is relevant to them.  You’ll also need to discuss how this/these audience(s) might shape your paper.  

D. Sources:

Briefly discuss the evidence that has led you to advocate for this particular change in your field.   

Describe the comprehensiveness and/or reliability of any sources you may already be using, including those that you used to determine that this is an appropriate, currently relevant issue in your field.  You may also briefly discuss the evidence that led you to address this issue/advocate for this particular change in your field if you need to go beyond what was covered in your introduction.   

Discuss the kinds of sources that you intend to use for this essay and explain what types of information or evidence you intend to collect.   

E. Limitations

You can’t do it all in one paper, so your reader must understand the limits of your investigation  

Briefly list what you won’t address in your project and why.  

What   problems may remain unsolved even after your research & recommendations?  

What might need to be addressed in future investigations?  

F. Conclusion

This is the final “sell” of your project.  Make sure you pull together your proposal and re-emphasize its importance without over-stating the issue.

Remind your reader of the importance, relevance and benefits of your project.

Indicate your awareness of feasibility issues and concerns—including the difficulties you might face, the changes you may need to make, and the possible research/information limits—and your determined (yet still realistic) plan for coping.

Indicate your openness to questions and make your reader aware of particular suggestions you hope to receive. 

 Appendix (on new page): 

Identify your expert interview and the date of interview.  Include a bulleted list of 7 questions that you intend to ask your interviewee.   

	Grading Rubric PROPOSAL (paste to the bottom of your file)
	F
	D
	C
	B
	 A

	Follows Guidelines, file- and subject-line naming conventions and includes 7 questions for interviewee and rubric; on time; quality of writing
	>.59
	.6-.69
	.7-.79
	 .8-.89
	.9-1

	Introduction announces position; establishes topics relevancy to your field.   

Statement of the Problem describes topic; convinces reader of importance; generates interest; establishes currency of topic.
	>.59
	.6-.69
	.7-.79
	 .8-.89
	.9-1

	Purpose and Approach unambiguously announces your proposed change; identifies audience and explains how you will shape discourse for that audience.
	>.59
	.6-.69
	.7-.79
	 .8-.89
	.9-1

	Sources provides evidence that led you to advocate for this change; describes reliability your sources; discusses the kinds of sources that you intend to use and explains what types of information or evidence you intend to collect.   
	>.59
	.6-.69
	.7-.79
	 .8-.89
	.9-1

	Limitations identifies what you won’t address in your project and why; considers what problems may remain unsolved even after your research; considers what might need to be addressed in future investigations?  

Conclusion Reminds reader of the importance, relevance and benefits of your project; indicates your awareness of feasibility issues and concerns; indicates your openness to questions and make your reader aware of particular suggestions you hope to receive. 
	>.59
	.6-.69
	.7-.79
	 .8-.89
	.9-1

	Score out of 5
	>.59
	.6-.69
	.7-.79
	 .8-.89
	.9-1

	Comments: If I’ve highlighted errors/questions in your essay and you don’t understand why, please contact me.
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