



                Research of Interest
There’s plenty of evidence that links poverty to poor academic performance, but a new study suggests that the impact of financial hardship start at birth and are detrimental to children’s cognitive development, even more so than family instability (Astone,  & McLanahan, 1991). Without adequate resources, children suffer both economic and social burdens. Poverty can also lead to family instability as the stress of financial burden can fragment family structure and lead to divorce or separation. As with many studies examining the effect of poverty on children, correlational research is deficient in many ways. Simple comparisons between poor and non-poor children do not account for other family or child characteristics–such as single-parent households, maternal education, or child health problems–that may contribute to child development apart from the effect of poverty itself (Baumrind, D. 1972).  Selection bias is another potential problem. Some researchers, such as Susan Mayer (1997), argue that poverty status often depends upon decisions made by family members, such as whether to apply for government services or seek employment, resulting in upwardly biased estimates of the relationship between income and child outcomes. Few feasible strategies are available that are capable of completely eliminating the problem of selection bias, though some are more successful than others are.  The research topic of interest will look at children in poverty of parents who are involved in their educational goals and those who are not involved in the educational goals of their children.  Effects on Children’s Academic Performance of 1st graders through 4th graders when comparing Family Structure Types. The study will research comparison and contrast with available academic data of performance growth curves from kindergarten to 4th graders. In major part quantitative, it will look into the correlation between availability of resources of the family, parent involvement and the academic performance of the child. The study is relative to my interest in looking at the relationship between poverty and parent management of their child’s education. I am of the belief that education is vital to the future of our nation and every child should be given every opportunity to succeed in the educational system.  But what happens if children aren’t provided the assistance to get educated?  The negative effects of growing up in most alternative and disrupted families, however, are largely attributable to the shortage of family resources in such families. I would like to find this out by reviewing work on the topic so that solutions might resolve the very heart of the problem. It is for this reason I would like to study the connection between poverty and childhood education and its effect when parental involvement plays a role.
 The assumption is that children who have limited resources have low performance in the educational system. The involvement of schools, communities, the utilization of resources by parents for their children and their overall effect will be studied in the research. to  provide a picture of both failure on the one hand and success in the other. While the acceptance may be that interactions might be inconsequential when compared to direct parenting, the  hypothesis is that the way parents from lower-income families manage the education of their children in and outside of the household has been rarely studied (Cavanaugh). Knowledge and understanding of the factors contributing to and/or impeding students’ academic performance may help parents, academic institutions, and community human resource organizations meet students needs and increase academic for some students.  The effect of parent involvement outside of school on          children’s academic performance in school is significant enough to have practical implications for parents, educators, administrators, and policy makers.

                                              Hypothesis and Research Questions

Achievement is best understood in the environmental contexts of children’s everyday lives, which include the home as well as community settings like schools, churches, and recreation centers. Parents, as managers of their children’s environments, not only create learning environments within the home but also encourage, organize, and supervise their children’s educational opportunities in the community. Moreover, parents interact with community institutions such as the school on their children’s behalf (Clark, 1990).
1. How has parents’ involvement of educational activities within the home environment and the community differed between high-achieving and low-achieving students and the reasons why the effectiveness of the involvement in their child’s education differ?

2. Is the frequency of parental involvement between high-achieving and low-achieving students different?  Why are the indicators reflecting difference?

3. Are limited resources in the family reflective of the child’s performance and places barriers that affect learning? 
Although the complex pathways through which family poverty affects child educational outcomes have yet to be fully understood, it is clear that childhood poverty compromises the educational prospects of children and adolescents. Many poor children begin life at a disadvantage, due to family income, low maternal education, single parents, young parents, or a combination of these factors. The level of disadvantage may become exacerbated through the lack of cognitively stimulating or safe home environments, conflicted parent-child interactions, poor school and child care environments, and poor neighborhood conditions. As knowledge of the pathways through which income poverty affects child cognitive and educational outcomes expands, this nation will come closer to understanding how best to address the problem of childhood poverty (Bradley, 1995).
