Elements of the Study

I will use a mixed method approach because both quantitative and qualitative data will be collected.  I will be comparing two groups of women who have children in prison: mothers who keep their babies with them in prison and women who choose to give their babies to someone else outside of prison.  Qualitative information will be collected in the form of observations made by caseworkers who work with these women after they are released from prison.  The caseworkers will document these observations on uniform questionnaires given to them by the team.  The babies will also be evaluated in terms of health and development.  The quantitative information will be collected in the form of surveys given to the women and will use the Likert scale.  Caseworkers will also note the recidivism rate in this study.

The control group will be the women who do not raise their babies in prison, and the information regarding women who keep their babies in prison will be compared to the information collected from the control group.  I will take as many variables as possible into consideration when interpreting the results; I will try to eliminate some variables by randomly selecting participants from each group.  Caseworkers will meet with each woman after she has been released from prison and then at six months, 12 months, 18 months, and 24 months after release.  The same information will be collected at each meeting and will be analyzed after all of the data has been collected.

Ethical Considerations


One way to avoid unethical practices and ensuring ethical consideration is the use of informed consent. The mothers have the chance to read the informed consent that provides details of the program. The informed consent is also a written agreement that the participants signs as willingness for themselves and the children to participate in the program (Rosnow & Rosenthal, 2008). Another way for prisons to show ethical consideration is confidentiality. The responsibility of the prison staff is to make sure he or she respects the privacy of the mother and children. Staff members of the prisons should use good work ethics keeping information confident. The participant’s information should remain confidential at all times and the only time to share information is to obtain consent from the mothers.


Ensuring the mothers are not misled is another ethical consideration. The mothers participating in prison programs should have knowledge about the pros and cons of participation. The mother has the right to accurate and honest information. Giving false information or misleading information is a demonstration of active deception. The staff should also have ethical consideration when concerning withholding information. Demonstration of good ethical practice includes making sure participants are aware of personal information and information pertaining to the program. Withholding information is the same as passive deception. The sense of deception from participating mothers may cause withdrawal from the program. In return, negative consequences such as not participating in the program and developing a relationship with the children may occur.

Ethical consideration when dealing with mothers and children living in prisons together help ensure a chance to have a good relationship.

Survey Design


Women who keep their babies while in prison versus women who choose to give their babies to someone else outside of prison. The survey design will determine if women who kept their children while incarcerated have a better relationship with their children.  The other factors, which will be examined, are the development of the child, such as motor skills, learning skills, and cognitive development. 


The design of the survey will be conducted by observations and questionnaire by sampling 20 women who participated in the program and 20 women who opted not to participate. The questionnaires, observations and surveys will be by caseworkers and psychologist of the Wee Ones Nursery program after the mothers have been released from prison.


The measures, which will be examined, are the effects of mothers having children in prison are better for the development of the children compared to the children raised outside of prison. The effect of Mother and child after the mother is released from prison.   This will give a better idea of the success of the program, and if the program should be expanded to other States. This will give an idea of what improvements of the program the caseworkers and psychologist can change. The observations will be based on the 40 women that were randomly sampled.  The observations will take place 3 and 6 months after the release of the women. The caseworkers will observe the behavior between mom and child in both situations to determine the relationship between child and mom. 


The design will conduct of two parts the observation and the questionnaire completed by the women while in prison the questionnaire will have a rating scale, which will be from one to five as disagree to agree.  These are some questions, which are to be asked for the women who participated in the program.

Questionnaire 

1) How important is the Wee Ones Nursery program?  1= strongly disagree, 2= disagree, 3=agree, 4 =strongly agree 

2) Will you recommend this program to other inmates? 1=strongly disagree, 2=disagree, 3= agree, 4 strongly agree

3) Where the programs offered, such as parenting classes, support groups, child development better prepare you to become better mother? 1=strongly disagree, 2=disagree, 3= agree, 4=strongly agree.

4) Participating in this program help to want to change your life after you leave prison? 1=strongly disagree, 2=disagree, 3=agree, 4= strongly disagree.

Surveys


Information listed on the survey would entail information regarding how effective the program is for both groups of inmates.  The survey will have ten questions and those questions will be rated through the percentage system, with each question asked the rate will increase and at the end of the survey the percentage will determine the effectiveness of the program.  The questions will range from yes and no answers to multiple choices.

Observation


The observation form will consist of about 7 questions the caseworkers will complete the questions will be geared toward questions of behavior of the child and the parent.  Here are some examples of the type of questions.  The forms will be compared to both group of women and rated on a scale of one to five on the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of the program.

1) How well are the children adjusting to his or her parents?  

2) Is there a difference in the relationship from parent to child

3) Are the women more or less focus to change their lives?

4) Are there any effects of the behavior of the children?

Conclusion

