Miller (1989) examined the nature of early socialization taking place in quality day care centers serving infants and toddlers from families of different social classes. She reported differences in language and social interaction according to the socioeconomic status of the center’s clientele. She also discovered that parents tend to seek out and employ caregivers outside the family whose child care ideologies generally match theirs.
The centers in Miller’s study included Center A(Alphabet Academy), which served a relatively low income clientele, mostly working class; Center B (Balloons and Bunnies Learning Center). which served a clientele with modest incomes, mostly middle class; Center C(Color-Coordinated Country Day School), which served a highly educated professional clientele with affluent means; and Center E (Le Exclusive Enfants School), which served an elite, very wealthy clientele mostly business executives. Miller focused on the verbal interactions and role expectations between adults and children because language, according to Bernstein (1961), mediates and is mediated by people’s perceptions of reality and their social roles. Thus, the language of caregivers who spend much of the day talking and responding to children has an impact on the development of values, roles, and culture specific behaviors.

Center C 

In center C, the center serving affluent highly educated professional managerial parents(doctors, lawyers, professor) there was a high level of give and take among caregivers and children. Children negotiated with caregivers for autonomy when caregivers made demands. Caregivers regarded children’s resistance to obey as an indication the perhaps their expectations were unwarranted or the children’s primary needs were not being met. Thus, the caregivers adjusted their expectations and demands to gain cooperation. In this sense, children were treated with respect. Because achievement of responsible independence was a goal for children in Center C, the rights and interests of individual children were the focal point of curriculum decisions. These children were being socialized to fit into the world of their privileged parents, who were primarily employed in self directed, creative and highly respected occupations.

Finally, in Center A, the center serving mainly semiskilled and unskilled working class families, children were treated as underlings with few rights. Teachers were to be obeyed without question even though resistance was expected, and resistance was arbitrarily punished. Conformity and group cohesion, along with rote memorization, were the bases for curriculum decisions, and academic work was monotonous. The children were not overprotected or directly controlled during rowdy physical playtimes, and they were adept in dealing with the physical environment. These children learned to cope with environmental dangers, long periods of boredom, and lack of material resources. They learned to tolerate discomfort, care for the physical needs of one another, suppress impulses, and passively resist authority. They also became used to punishment while also becoming impervious to it. These children were being socialized to live in their parents world, which generally consisted of doing menial and repetitive work while being at the mercy of forces beyond their control.
1.In a 1-page paper, tell of your understanding of collaborative caregiving and why it is important

2.. In a 1-page paper, compare and contrast the way the children were socialized in Center C and Center A. How would this socialization help each of these groups of children fit into their parents’ world?
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