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School Girl Attacks Transcript
Characters: Narrator: Jim Beseda, Zahira, Translator, Soldier, Colonel, & Principal
NARRATOR
Thirteen year old, Zahira, always looked forward to school to science class and athletics until one morning last month walking to the school in Kandahar with her older cousin, Chauncy. Here just outside the school her life changed. 

TRANSLATOR
It was Wednesday; we were coming home from school when men on motor bikes drove by and threw something on our face. 

NARRATOR
Zahira thought it was water just a prank until it started to sting. 

TRANSLATOR
My skin became green then white and I knew something was really wrong. 
NARRATOR
Her cousin screamed and passed out. She and five other girls were hospitalized with burns all victims of a cruel acid attack by militants.  In the eyes of the Taliban girls are unholy if they go to school. 

SOLDIER
It’s an event that really shook this place up to be quite frank. 

NARRATOR
For Colonel Mike Valon, a former training…Afghan police here it was an atrocity. 

COLONEL 
Seeing this happen to children just trying to go to school and get an education and trying to better themselves and be a part of the future success of this country. 

NARRATOR
There have been hundreds of school related attacks in Afghanistan over the past year alone but nothing like this. Kandahar police say that they have arrested four suspects but refuse to allow us to see them.
NARRATOR 
Who does she think did this?

TRANSLATOR  The enemy did it. 

NARRATOR 
Most of these kids were back in class after four to five days but their teachers say that the mood has changed. There is still a strong desire to learn of course but now that’s mixed with a deep seeded fear.

PRINCIPAL
We are all afraid said principal, but we do not care. We will keep continue to teach and learn here and that will defeat the enemy. 

NARRATOR
Zahira admits that she has lost the joy to study but not her dreams.

TRANSLATOR  I want to be a doctor some day and give something to my country and its children. 
NARRATOR 
Her cousin, Chauncy was left partially blind by her acid burns but her sister had this message for the Taliban. You can spray us a thousand times we will stop going to school she swore. (Tears) Two cousins both victims of terror, and now the faces of defiance. Jim Beseda, NBC News, Kandahar. 
 [End of Audio]
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