Inept Assessment Development



Researcher 1 (R1): I have identified an area where there are no current assessment tools. If we can add this to our catalog, there is no doubt that we can make some sales. It is a no-brainer. 

Researcher 2 (R2): Sounds great. What is it? 

R1: The Fall Color Appreciation Test. The F-CAT. 

R2: What is it? Who will want it? 

R1: Who cares? It just sounds cool. There are plenty of assessments that do not measure anything useful. Someone will want to know who really appreciates fall color. 

R2: OK, keep going. How will it measure fall color appreciation? 

R1: This will be a true-false test with 20 items related to fall color. We will have items that will inquire whether the test-taker likes the colors associated with fall...red, orange, yellow, burnt umber. 

R2: Burnt Umber? I remember that one from crayon boxes! Love it. 

R1 - Next, we can see if the person likes other sensory experiences associated with fall, like the crunching of leaves and really earthy smells. The last group of items will explore whether the subject likes chilly weather. 

R2 – This will be a piece of cake to put together! You put together a test group and I will have the FCAT ready to go in no time! 

Two Weeks Later... 

R1 – This is great! The F-CAT has nearly perfect reliability. The test-retest results are in. The same test group that I used from the office next door two weeks ago just took the F-CAT again. Their scores are nearly identical! We have got a winner! 

R2 – Well, reliability is great, but what about validity? Did you see the faces of those people taking the test? They were completely annoyed. I heard one guy mutter that you have really lost it. If it wasn’t for the $5 gift cards I was handing out, they would not have stuck around. 

R1 – Huh? Aw, come on. Just throw something together and make it look good. We just need to get this thing on the Internet so people can start buying it. 

R2 – What does this stupid test really measure anyway? I mean, who cares if someone likes the sound of crunchy leaves? What does that have to do with their appreciation for fall color?! 

R1 – Statistics can say anything we want! You just fix it up to look good. This is just a trait test. It is stable so it must be valid. I even checked the split half reliability and it is solid. 

