WRITING ASSESSMENT

Writing Assessment:
1. Use the Rubric to assess the student’s writing.  

a. Provide your reasons for each category score. 

b. Look for the student’s strengths.  

c. Determine some instructional needs the student has by looking at the next level up on the Writing Rubric to see where the student needs to focus his/her writing efforts in each of the areas.
2. Write a SUMMARY explaining your scoring decisions and what you recommend for instructional goals as Next Steps for this student to work on.  

GRADE 2  WRITING SAMPLE


My Favorite Place to Visit
One day we laft to go to Mexico and my uker went 

with us  he can spek Spanis to and he was boning at 

Mexico  then he move to pasavey.

One year ago we went to Mexico  We came back this 

sumer and play with my dog outsid.

And I wut to go back nakt year and have more fun.

Sample Assessment

I gave this student an overall score of 12 based on the rubric below. The scores in each particular column are indicated at the top: 

	FOCUS
	CONTENT
	ORGANIZATION
	STYLE
	CONVENTIONS

	2 PTS

Some evidence of a topic.

	2 PTS

Writing contains at least three complete thoughts, which can be readily understood.

	2 PTS

The student can express a number of related ideas some of which follow in sequence.

Thoughts tend to be unconnected or restatements of the same idea. May reach a conclusion.

	3 PTS

Writing can exhibit complexity in sentence structure with adverbs, adjectives & connecting words and prepositional phrases.   

Mostly basic sentence patterns are present, although 1 or 2 compound sentences may be present: use of and, but, because.

	3 PTS

Control of most end punctuation and capitalization.
Many words are spelled correctly.



Writing Summary


Overall, this student has a nice grasp of the basic skills necessary for the craft of writing. Sentences such as “I wut to go back nakt year and have more fun” demonstrate some evidence of the topic by referring to a place that the reader can assume is one of his or her favorites. This student also seems to understand how to write a complete thought although he could use additional instruction with correct use of punctuation to keep his ideas separate. A functional beginning and conclusion are present in the writing as is the attempt of more complex sentences using adverbs, prepositions, and conjunctions. Examples of this include the sentence “We came back this sumer and play with my dog outsid.” One other strength of this student’s piece is the use of proper conventions such as capitatlization and end-of-sentence punctuation in many cases.

The student needs to show more clarity by giving more concrete example of why Mexico is a favorite place and by not using run-on sentences. Some of the ideas seem random in sequence such as when the student begins by talking about “one day” and then moving right into “last year”. This causes the reader to become confused about when the events of the story actually take place. Many of the details given are great places to start, however they need to be expanded in order to relate better to the topic. Although many words were spelled incorrectly, I was still able to understand the meaning. 

Instructional goals for this student would be to model to the student how to stay on topic by checking that each sentence relates well to the topic. Also, I would have the student begin to use a children’s dictionary to check his spelling. Minilessons in comma use, using more complex sentences, and sequencing ideas would help as well. This student could share this passage with other students for feedback on the types of questions audiences might ask about his story and how to incorporate this information to answer the questions in his writing.

GRADE 8  WRITING SAMPLE

Giving an Oral Presentation

     
Does everyone shake when they hear the word “Oral Presentation”?   Everybody does at least onec.  Well they can be cured in 3 steps- practice, practice, practice.


But, when doing oral presentation think about the audience.  Try to make a joke or say something funny to warm them up.  Most people would not want their audience to be bored.


Also, to make your audience interested work on display.  Presenters might want to add a flashy poster or have pictures.  Another idea is to dress-up as something to do with their topic.  They would just stand there reading a speech.  Display bring people attentive to look at a project.  Also, try to think that might interest the audience.


With all this in mind, the most important thing is practice.  A few hints are:  practice 5 times.  Work your way up, from a mirorr to a group neighbors.  Ask them to give feedback for presentations.  Another idea is to memorize the speech, do not read.   If presenters make that mistake to read the suffure with grades.


I hope my hints have been hopeful to show my points.  Presenters just have to be ready.  So next time  your teacher say “Oral Presentation” everyone won’t shake or at least not as bad.  People know to practice & they’ll be fine.

Sample Assessment

I gave this sample an overall score of 12 using the PSSA Persuasive Scoring Guide. My observations are as follows:

	Focus
	2 

	Content Development
	2

	Organization
	2

	Style
	2

	Conventions
	3



This writer began with a strong introduction. I like how they used a question to catch the reader’s attention from the start. Many of the details that were given were useful and concrete examples which would make them easy to apply to a real-life situation. The conclusion summed up the introduction nicely reiterating the main topic. Structure and most conventions allowed the reading to be done with an uninterrupted flow.


In order to improve this piece, I would keep the details related to “practice”, or change the 3 points mentioned in the introduction, “practice, practice, practice”,  to match those elaborated in the essay. There were also some sentences that were unclear in meaning such as “Display bring people attentive to look at a project” or “If presenters make that mistake to read the suffure with grades.” I wasn’t sure where the writer was going with these ideas. It appears that the writer needs to learn to re-read his sentences to make sure they are expressing exactly what they want to say.


Next steps for this writer would include, understanding logical order, effectively presenting an argument or effective use of details to support that particular argument, and learning the ability to reread a passage in order to say what you mean.
