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an automobile driven by Huey Newton. One officer was killed; another policeman and
Newton were wounded. In April 1968, also in Oakland, there was more shooting in
which two policemen were wounded, a young Panther was killed, and Eldridge
Cleaver was wounded and arrested.

Though their beliefs and tactics were radical, the Panthers did not share the
extreme separatism of the black cultural nationalist groups and ridiculed their
advocacy of wearing African styles of dress and studying Swahili and other aspects
of African culture. In January 1969, during an argument over such issues at a meeting
of the Black Students Union at UCLA, two young leaders of the Black Panther
movement in Los Angeles were shot and killed by members of a cultural nationalist
faction, in a dispute partly fomented by undercover agents of the FBI. Black
radicalism was further divided and weakened when a bitter quarrel developed be-
tween Cleaver, who issued periodic calls for revolutionary guerrilla warfare, and
Newton, who favored much more moderate tactics including free breakfasts for
children and free medical clinics.

The Decline of Radicalism

By the fall of 1970, the volcano of student rebellion had become dormant, if not ex-
tinct. By 1971 even radical students at Berkeley began to speak of “the old New Left
of the 1960s” and to debate why the movement died. Foremost among the reasons
for the decline in student radicalism was the gradual winding down of the Vietnam
War. Other factors were the extreme political reaction of taxpaying voters against
the disruptive tactics of the student demonstrators, the dampening effects of the eco-
nomic recession, and the growth of interest among young people in the possibilities
of “working within the system.” Mass disruption on the campus was an idea whose
time had come and gone.

Although the radical era ended, it left some positive and permanent aftereffects.
The decade of protest had generated a greater awareness of the rights of racial
minorities, and the liberalization of public attitudes had resulted in some legisla-
tive reforms. Possession of small amounts of marijuana, for example, had been
reduced from a felony to a misdemeanor comparable to a traffic citation, and state
laws forbidding various sexual activities between consenting adults were repealed.
One of the most sweeping reforms was the Twenty-Sixth Amendment to the
United States Constitution, ratified in 1971, which lowered the voting age from 21
to 18. Some observers also credited the student-based antiwar movement with has-
tening an end to the nation’s ill-fated war in Vietnam in 1975. Without question,
many young people who had been part of the movement in the 1960s carried their
earlier values with them as they entered the professions, assumed greater respon-
sibilities, and began the task of rearing a new generation of Californians. Berkeley
activist Michael Rossman, observing the 40th anniversary of the 1964 Free
Speech Movement, was convinced the decade’s crusading spirit had endured: “As
an aging hippie, [ hope I will be pardoned for thinking that those sixties are still
going on. ...”




