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in 190 l.!dedicated the Cupa Cultural Center at the Pala reservation and offered
classes in Cupeno language, culture, and history. In neighboring Riverside County
the Cahupla founded the Malki Museum. offering native-language classes and es-
tablishin* a repository for Cahuilla artifacts and ethnographic information. Individ-
uals also contributed to the revival. For thirty years. Pomo basket weaver Elsie Allen
worked to keep alive the skills of her ancestors and to pass them on to younger
generatiofs. While teaching her grandniece to weave, Allen spoke of continuities:
"Basket weaving needs ... love and honor for the great weavers of the past."

One of the most serious problems facing California's Indian population was in-
adequate lhealth care. The federal government reported in 1992 that California Indi-
ans had Significantly higher rates of mortality than the population as a whole. Only
43 percerlt of Indians in California lived beyond the age of 65, whereas 68 percent
of non-Ind\ ians lived that long. The mortality rate was higher for Indians at all ages,
including infants, and was accompanied by a lower incidence of prenatal and early
childhood health care. "It's not surprising that there's a severe problem." com-
mented the director of the California Rural Indian Health Board. "But the extent of
the problim is astonishing."

The most obvious and flagrant racist abuse in the United States in the twentieth cen-
tury was that suffered by Japanese Americans when they were deprived of their liberty
and place~ in relocation camps during World War II. But that abuse was a temporary
one, and the very extremity of the blundering injustice of it ultimately helped enable
the people of the United States and the people of California to learn a lesson from it.

Even during the war itself, some Californians had opposed the anti-Japanese hys-
teria. The jPacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play, organized
in Decemper 1941 with President Robert Gordon Sproul and several members of
the faculty of the University of California among its leaders, carried on a valiant
campaign lin defense of the rights of the Japanese Americans. The heroism of Nisei
soldiers as a reproach to anti-Japanese racism. and after the end of the war the
memory f Hiroshima and Nagasaki neutralized the memory of Pearl Harbor.

As the [War Rel07,ation Authority .pointed out in the concluding sen~ence of its
final reporlt In 1946, Although there is undoubtedly a marked xenophobiC tendency
in the United States, there is also a strong and stubborn potential for fair-mindedness
among the American people-a potential which should be carefully studied,
fostered, Jnd brought to the highest degree of assertiveness in the interest of greater
racial tolefance and a richer realization of democratic values."

congre{ss recognized in 1948 that Japanese Americans were entitled to financial
compensa ion. Families had sold their homes and businesses in frantic haste. Some
lost every Ihing they had, and many lost most of what they had. Claims totaling
$400 million were filed by 44,000 Japanese Americans, who ultimately received
settlement~ totaling $38 million, less than 10 cents on every dollar of esrimated loss
in real an~ personal property.



A major step to1wardfinancial resolution of the wartime issue was taken by
Congress in 1980 with the formation of the United States Commission on Wartime
Relocation and IntJrnment of Civilians. Following 18 months of investigation and
hearings, the commission concluded that the wartime internment was a "grave

I
injustice" motivate1 by "race prejudice, war hysteria and a failure of political lead-
ership." In 1988 Congress approved legislation authorizing payments of $20,000 to
each of the 65,000 surviving citizens and resident aliens interned during the war.
In addition, both Sln Francisco and Los Angeles approved reparation payments to
Japanese American~ who had lost city jobs when they were interned.

Progress was als6 made in resolving other long-standing restrictions on Japanese
Americans. In 1952, after California's Alien Land Law had been in effect for
39 years, the state ~upreme court struck it down as unconstitutional. At about the
same time, Congress entirely abandoned the racial definition of aliens ineligible for
citizenship. Very fer nations had ever withheld the privilege of naturalization on
racial grounds, and in doing so, the United States had been in the company of Nazi
Germany and the U~ion of South Africa. In 1952 the McCarran- Walter Immigration
and Nationality Ad provided that "the right of a person to become a naturalized
citizen of the Unite1 States shall not be denied or abridged because of race."

An important fautor in turning the tide of public feeling in favor of Japanese
Americans was that they reacted to mistreatment in an extraordinary way-by estab-
lishing an unrivaled record of good citizenship. They ranked higher in education and
lower in crime and juvenile delinquency than any other ethnic group in the United
States, including thd native whites. In impressive numbers they obtained advanced
degrees and jobs in such professional fields as business administration, engineering,
and optometry; by 1970 their median family· income was $3000 higher than the
national median. Th6ir record of physical and mental health was almost incredible.
The average longevity of Japanese Americans was 74.5 years for men and 81.2 years
for women-nearly r years above the figures for California whites and well above
the record of any other group in human history. Three Japanese traditions-the
strength of the famil~, the belief in the value of education, and the belief in the virtue
of hard work-did most to account for this unparalleled triumph over adversity.

The decline of a~ti-Japanese sentiment after World War II was foreshadowed
during the war years by the federal government's removal of legal discrimination
against the Chinese. Congress repealed the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1943 in order,
as President Roosev1lt put it, to "correct a historic mistake and silence the distorted
Japanese propagandf' The results were more important in principle, however, than
in practice. Although China was now permitted to have an immigration quota, it
was so low that only about 10,000 Chinese were admitted under it in the next
20 years. In 1965, h1wever, Congress abolished the national-origins quota system.
Under the new law, total annual immigration remained about the same, but admis-
sion was on the basis of skills or family relationships. This permitted a substantial
increase in Chinese ibmigration, much of it from Hong Kong to California.

Chinese Americads in the postwar period established a high rate of achievement
grounded in traditional values similar to those underlying the success of Japanese
Americans. By the r70S their average length of school attendance, for instance,


