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Film stars such as Lauren Bacall and Humphrey Bogart went to Washington, D.C., in 1947 to protest
the HUAC investigation of communism in Hollywood. (© UPI/Bettmann/Corbis.)

depression: They now branded the Democrats unfairly but effectively as the party of
treason.

In the congressional elections of 1946, the Republicans gained control of both
houses of Congress, and in California seven Democratic incumbents lost their seats
in the House to Republicans. One of the victorious Republicans was Richard M.
Nixon of Whittier, a political newcomer who defeated Jerry Voorhis, the liberal
Democrat who had represented the district for 10 years and had been one of the
most effective supporters of the New Deal.

Richard Nixon would later become the first native son of California to win the
presidency of the United States. He was born in 1913 to Quaker parents at Yorba
Linda in Orange County. In 1922 the family acquired a general store and gasoline sta-
tion in Whittier, and there Nixon and his brothers worked long hours after school. He
worked his way through Whittier College, won a scholarship that enabled him to at-
tend and graduate with honors from the law school of Duke University, practiced law
in his hometown, and served during the war as a Naval Reserve officer.

In his campaign against Voorhis in 1946, Nixon followed a strategy of innuendo
that the Republican National Committee had recommended to the party’s candidates.
He accused his Democratic opponent of disloyalty to America, not directly but
through guilt by association. He charged that Voorhis was “one of those who front for
un-American elements, wittingly or otherwise, by advocating increased federal
controls over the lives of the people™; that Voorhis had the endorsement of the
CIO Political Action Committee; and that the CIO-PAC was Communist-infiltrated.
“Of course I knew that Jerry Voorhis wasn’t a Communist,” Nixon remarked after-
ward, “but I had to win. . . . Nice guys and sissies don’t win many elections.” Adlai
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Stevenson, a later victim of similar attacks, would describe them more harshly:
“Nixonland, a land of slander and scare, of sly innuendo, of a poison pen, the anony-
mous phone call, and hustling, pushing, shoving—the land of smash and grab and
anything to win.”
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