RESEARCH PAPER REQUIREMENTS

Research Paper – You are required to write one short research paper on One Criminal Justice Topic of your choice. You will need to locate multiple empirically based research articles on one topic and formulate into a research paper as indicated within your book. You will not be collecting your own data but using secondary data, other data to support or not support your hypothesis. 
You need to begin by choosing a topic that interest you and locate articles as described herein.  Next formulate questions that you would like research to answer regarding your topic.  For example, I want to research bikes (which is not a criminal justice topic) and my question is what color bikes are mostly often bought.  I then need to be more specific to my sample and population and derive my hypothesis which might be: blue bikes are bought more often from walmart during the holidays than red bikes.  I would then consult my research and see what the data tells me from my articles.  I suggest reading a few articles then composing your hypothesis from what you read. You don’t want to have a hypothesis like mine that would be hard to find research.  

Begin by asking the question or questions from what you read, then formulate your hypothesis.  Find more articles on this topic as needed, and go. Use the book for reference. 
Choose at least two articles in criminal justice on any topic.  You are to research and analyze a criminal justice topic using the knowledge you acquired from this class and the articles you choose. You cannot use any other article that you have used up to this point in class. You may save and use the articles for additional homework assignments, after submission.  Be sure to include the complete APA reference for your article.  These can be found online with LexisNexis, Troy library, etc.  THIS IS A REQUIREMENT. (20 points of 100)
This is a short research paper to include all the aspects of any research project: a hypothesis, your research questions, the research method (descriptive, explanatory etc), the study (longitudinal, cross-sectional etc), the samples, the populations, the type of analysis used and the results as reported by the researchers/authors.  Be sure to include whether or not your research hypothesis supports or did not support the hypotheses of the study as well as any ethical issues.  You are only writing a brief research paper on someone else’s research.  Be sure to include your view of the research that you are citing. 
(50 points of 100)
This research paper is a minimum of 3 pages, Time New Roman font, 12 font that does not exceed 5 pages, double spaced.  It is to be concise and only with relevant information.  The margins are to follow APA 5th edition requirements and no smaller than 1”.  This length is a requirement as well as the margins-10 points of 100
Total Points: 100 points

1. The paper should include a brief introduction-10 points
2. The required information for the paper-the body, the substance, as mentioned above-50 points
3. A  summary/conclusion of the findings of the article (20 points) 
4. References in APA format and entire format of the paper in APA 5th edition-10 points. 
5. Length is 10 points- minimum of 3, maximum of 5 double spaced

Due Date: End of the 7th week.  Late papers will not be accepted without prior approval for extreme conditions. You may turn in your paper early for a review and I will return for corrections; however this must be prior to the end of the 6th week.  Any papers submitted after Sunday of the 6th week will be considered the final submission. I will be glad to grade early and you may choose to re-submit with the corrections or keep the first grade. 

This is not made to confuse you but to encourage you to research out new topics that you may be interested in or may just desire to know more about.  These articles can be ones that you used in other classes or use within your job.  Be sure to know where you collected the article in the event that I request a copy.  

Let me know if you need any assistance and I know I do not need to say this, but do not wait till the last minute and try to locate articles. 

GOOD LUCK!!

