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‘My Lack of Gumption

BY RUSSELL BAKER

 ANTICIPATING: 1. Describe a job that you have had that you truly hated. It can be a

iob either outside of your home or perhaps a chore that you have had to perform at
home. Describe the job ifself, some specific stories or memories that you have about
it, and the end result of the job. ‘ o

9 Describe what, af this point in your life, is the ideal job or career
for you. Describe what you imagine if will be like, what the requirements or training
would be like, and what atiracts you to this career. Also, you can research this job,
using either your library or career center or inferviews, fo add additional informa-
tion on income, outlook, training, and working conditions.

began working in journalism when | was eight years old. It was
my mother's idea. She wanted me fo “make something” of myself
and, affer a levelheaded appraisal of my strengths, decided | had
befer start young if | was fo have any chance of keeping up with
the compefition. s The flaw in my character which she had
clready spotted was lack of “gumption.” My idea of a perfect
afternoon was lying in front of ’fhévrcdio rereading my favorite Big Lile Book, Dick
Tracy Meets Stooge Viller. My mother despised inactivity, Seeing me having @
good time in repose, she was powerless to hide her disgust. “You've got no more
gumption than a bump on a log," she said. “Gét out in the kitchen and help Doris
do those dirty dishes.” .. My sister Doris, though two years younger than |, had
enough gumption for a dézen people. She positively enjoyed washing dishes,
making beds, and cleaning the house. VWhen she was only seven she could carry
a piece of shortweighted cheese back fo the A&P, threaten the manager with legal

action, and come back triumphantly with the full quarter-pound we'd paid for and
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