128 ---- NONFICTION

‘From Man to Boy

By JOHN R. COLEMAN

ANTICIPATNG: Think about a fime when you were called a name you didn't deserve.
Write about it in your journal. Try fo recall the details of the incident and why you

“were called this name. Discuss how you felt and how you reacted.

Tuesday, March 27

ne of the waitresses | find hard fo ake asked me at one point today,
"Are you the boy who cuts the lemons@” & “I'm the man who
does,” | replied. T “Well, there are none cut.” There wasn't
even a hint that she heard my point. 5 Dana, who has cooked

here for twelve years or so, heard that exchange. 5 “If's no use,

Jack.” he said when she was gone. “If she doesn't know now,

she never will." There was a.trace of a smile on his face, but it was a sad look dl

the same. ¥

In that moment, | learned the full thrust of those billboard ads of @ few
years ago that said, "BOY. Drop out of school and that's what they'll call you
the rest of your life.” | had read those ads before with a certain feeling of pride;
education matters, they said, and that gave a lifi fo my field. Today I saw them
saying something else. They were unirue in part; it furns out that you'll get called
"boy" if you do work that others don't respect even if you have a Ph.D. Itisn't
education that counts, but the job in which you land. And the ads spoke too of
a sad resignation about the world. They assumed that some people just won't

learm respect for others, so you should adapt yourself to them. Don't try to
change them. Get the right job and they won't call you boy any more. They'l
save it for the next man.

It isn't just people like this one wailress who leam slowly, if at all
Haverford College has prided itself on being a caring, considerate community
in the Quaker tradition for many long years. Yet when | came there | soon
learned that the cleaning women in the dormitories were called “wombats” by




all the students. No one seemed to know where the name came trom or what
connection, if any, it had with the dictionary definition. The American College
Dictionary says a wombat is “any of three species of burrowing marsupials of
Australia . . . somewhat resembling ground hogs.” The name was just one of

Haverford's csmxoa_s& ways of doing things.

It didn't take much persuasion to get the name %o_o_omm Today there
are few siudents who remember it at all. But | imagine the n_mo:s@ women
remember it well.

Certainly | won't forge t being called a boy today.

i




