FIRST AMENDMENT FREEDOMS

Question and Answers

DIRECTIONS:  Read the background for each of the four First Amendment freedoms (Speech, Religion, Assembly, Press) spotlighted below.  Answer the questions by inserting your answer where indicated.  

	Freedom
	Background
	Questions and Answers

	SPEECH
	LINCOLN’S COOPER UNION SPEECH


Abraham Lincoln knew he wanted to run for president, but he hadn’t made an official announcement yet. So when Lincoln received a telegram inviting him to give a speech at abolitionist Henry Ward Beecher’s church in New York, he knew he had a great opportunity. It was a chance to make his views known by exercising his First Amendment right to free political speech. By doing so, he hoped to begin to establish himself as a viable presidential candidate for the Republican Party.


Lincoln had gained some national attention after his performance in debates against Illinois Senator Stephen Douglas, but he was largely unknown outside of his home state. He knew how important the New York speech could be in changing that. When February of 1860 arrived, the sponsors of the speech moved it from Beecher’s church to the Cooper Union in order to accommodate a larger crowd. Fifteen hundred people had assembled freely and were watching as Lincoln began to speak on that snowy evening in lower Manhattan.


Lincoln focused his 90-minute speech on the issue of slavery. He asserted that the thirty-nine signers of the Constitution believed that Congress had the power to prohibit slavery in new territories. He said this view was not radical, as the opposing party was charging, but rather, conservative and in line with the Founders’ views. He proved this point meticulously, citing evidence that included the Founding Fathers’ statements and votes in Congress. Boldly, he declared: 

I defy any man to show that any one of [the signers of the Constitution] ever, in his whole life, declared that, in his understanding, any proper division of local from federal authority, or any part of the Constitution, forbade the Federal Government to control as to slavery in the federal territories. I go a step further. I defy anyone to show that any living man in the whole world ever did, prior to the beginning of the present century, (and I might almost say prior to the beginning of the last half of the present century,) declare [that view]. 


He reassured the South that the federal government could not interfere with slavery where it already existed, but urged Northerners to tirelessly fight to stop the spread of slavery. The crowd of 1500 leapt to their feet, clapping and shouting in support.


Lincoln’s speech was reprinted in newspapers and widely read. He accepted many more speaking engagements in several states, at one point delivering eleven speeches in twelve days in a whirlwind tour of New England.


Three months after delivering the Cooper Union Address as a relative unknown, Lincoln received the Republican Party’s nomination for president. 
	Q
	1. Lincoln, in his speech, said that his views on slavery were not “radical, as the opposing party was charging,” but, instead, conservative.  (1a.) What were Lincoln’s views on slavery?  (1b.) How might they have been construed as radical?  (1c.) In what way were they conservative?

	
	
	A
	1a. Lincoln believed that the federal government has no authority over slavery because it is a local issue. The US Constitution …..

	
	
	
	1b. Lincoln was thought to be radical because his views could affect or change the current political practices at the time of his speech. His view implied drastic change in the views of others on both sides of the issue.

	
	
	
	1c. Lincolns views were conservitave because he stayed kind of neutral. He was cautious not to cause any uprising from either side. He opposed any change in the areas that slavery already existed in, yet encouraged the Northerners to continue their fight to stop slavery. His views favored the values of both views.


	
	
	Q
	2. Lincoln’s biographer claimed, as to Lincoln’s speech:  “[N]ever before or since in American history has a single speech so dramatically catapulted a candidate toward the White House.”  How did President Obama’s speeches and debates aid in his election success?

	
	
	A
	2. [insert here]

	
	
	Q
	3. How does Lincoln’s Cooper Union Address demonstrate how the First Amendment

ensures all citizens can take part in the political process?

	
	
	A
	3. [insert here]

	Freedom
	Background
	Questions and Answers

	RELIGION
	THE OFFICIAL CHURCH OF VIRGINIA


At the time of the Founding, most states had official churches which citizens were required to support through taxation. Though many supported this practice, others, including Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, believed it was a violation of natural rights for the government to compel religious participation. In order to end state-established religion, Jefferson authored a law, called the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, in 1786.


This law condemned state-mandated religion and emphasized the natural freedom of the human mind. It met with fierce resistance in the state legislature, but the political expertise of James Madison

helped secure its adoption. The statute’s wording uses religion itself to argue against government involvement in religion, arguing that state-mandated worship is contrary to God’s plan: “…Almighty God hath created the mind free… all attempts to influence it by temporal punishments…are a departure from the plan of the Holy author of our religion.”


While Jefferson recognized religion’s civic utility as a foundation for private morality and public behavior, he felt very strongly that the state had no right to compel worship or support of a religious institution. 

[T]o compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of opinions which he disbelieves and abhors, is sinful and tyrannical [and] is depriving him injuriously of…natural right[s]. 

The Virginia Statute on Religion Freedom is still part of Virginia’s state constitution. James Madison, who steered the law through the Virginia legislature, proclaimed that its passage “extinguished forever the

ambitious hope of making laws for the human mind.”


The Statute brought about the end of the Episcopal Church as the official religion of the state, making Virginia the first state to end its official church. Other states followed suit, and the last remaining state church was disestablished by the early nineteenth century. 
	Q
	4.  Why did Thomas Jefferson and James Madison oppose state-established religion?

	
	
	A
	4. [insert here]

	
	
	Q
	5. What did the Virginia Statute for Religious freedom emphasize about the human mind?

	
	
	A
	5. [insert here]

	
	
	Q
	6. In what way was the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom a precursor of the First Amendment’s

protection of freedom of religion?

	
	
	A
	6. [insert here]

	Freedom
	Background
	Questions and Answers

	ASSEMBLY
	ALICE PAUL:  EQUAL RIGHTS 

Several prison officials dragged me out of bed, wrapped me in blankets, carried me into the next cell, and placed me in a chair. I was then fed by means of a tube passed through the nostrils into the stomach. When the operation was over, I was trembling.

In this letter written to her mother, Alice Paul, a 1905 graduate of Swarthmore College then studying in England, told of her experiences after being arrested at a women’s suffrage event. Only a few years later, she would suffer a similar experience as a result of her support for American women’s suffrage.


Paul returned to the United States in 1910, completed a Ph.D. in Economics at the University of Pennsylvania in 1912, and turned her attention to the American suffrage movement. She held mass meetings in private halls and public places. Paul coordinated large demonstrations and events. In March, 1913, she organized a parade to coincide with Woodrow Wilson’s inaugural celebrations. Led by a woman

wearing a white cape and riding a white horse, over 5000 women marched down Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, DC. The women wore colorful banners and marched grouped according to their professions.


As they marched, they sang verses from “The March of the Women”: Firm in reliance; laugh at defiance/,Laugh in hope, for sure is the end/ March, march; many as one/ Shoulder to shoulder and friend to friend.


The marchers were laughed at and jeered at by the crowd, but they persevered to the end of the route. When President-elect Wilson arrived at the train station just a few blocks away, an aide wondered “Where are all the people?”


Paul published leaflets and held daily pickets in front of the White House, holding signs asking “Mr. President, how long must women wait for liberty?” She burned copies of President Woodrow Wilson’s speeches, calling them “meaningless words” on democracy.


In 1917, she and many others were jailed at the federal prison in Occoquan, Virginia for these demonstrations. Her colleague, Lucy Burns, reported other suffragists imprisoned with Paul were “flung

into cells,” “thrown out of rooms,” and “manacled to the bars of cells.” While in jail, Paul began a hunger strike as she had done in England.


Paul’s actions alienated some who believed the women’s suffragists were becoming too militant. On the other hand, those who were arrested for exercising their First Amendment rights to speak, publish,

peaceably assemble, and petition won the public’s sympathy. The President ordered them released from prison, and soon lent his support to women’s suffrage. Congress approved the Nineteenth Amendment

within a year and it was ratified by the states in 1920.
	Q
	7.  How did Alice Paul exercise her First Amendment rights in order to effectuate change?

	
	
	A
	7. [insert here]

	
	
	Q
	8.  How does Alice Paul’s efforts compare to the efforts of those organizing campaigns for or against same-sex marriages?  

	
	
	A
	8. [insert here]


	Freedom
	Background
	Questions and Answers

	PRESS
	“YELLOW JOURNALISM”


The Founders saw freedom of the press as a natural right and an indispensable means of promoting good government. Free newspapers keep leaders honest and the citizenry engaged. The First Amendment forbids prior restraints, and in order to ensure the unfettered flow of information, newspapers are insulated from penalties even when they print information that turns out to be false, as long as they do not act recklessly or maliciously.


“Yellow Journalism,” refers to sensational and melodramatic journalism. This term was first applied to the

newspapers of William Randolph Hearst in the late 1800s. The term “Yellow Journalism” referred to a color comic strip called “The Yellow Kid.” The ink would often smear onto other parts of the page, prompting some to say that Hearst not only colored the comics, he also colored the news.


Hearst was particularly interested in the Spanish-American War. Cuba wanted independence from Spain, and the U.S. was sympathetic to the Cubans. Hearst ran stories about Spanish brutality in his newspaper. There were indeed many real instances of Spanish abuses. But some of Hearst’s photographs were manipulated, and articles made exaggerated charges of “Spanish cannibalism” and “inhuman torture.”


The American battleship U.S.S. Maine was sent to Cuba to protect American citizens on the island. Less than a month later, the Maine exploded, and 266 Sailors and Marines were killed. Hearst’s paper immediately placed blame on the Spanish, though they had no evidence for this charge. The paper focused on the incident constantly, devoting up to eight pages a day on the subject. The public responded with demands for retribution against Spain.


President McKinley asked Congress for authorization to intervene in Cuba on April 11, 1898. On the 17th, the headline of the Journal read, “War? Sure!” The following day, Congress voted to declare war. 


Historians point to the Spanish-American War as the first press-driven conflict, in that the constant sensational headlines and photographs fueled the public’s passion and demands for action.

The US government did not get attempt to censor Hearst’s newspaper or punish him for his practices. In a society with a free press, journalists like Hearst who have the power to shape public opinion and even drive foreign

policy may test citizens’ commitment to the First Amendment. Ultimately, it is up citizens to discriminate among news sources and weigh their credibility. As Thomas Jefferson said, 

I am persuaded myself that the good sense of the people will always be found to be the best army. They may be led astray for a moment, but will soon correct themselves…The basis of our governments being the opinion of the people, the very first object should be to keep that right; and were it left to me to decide whether we should have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter. But I should mean that every man should

receive those papers and be capable of reading them.

 
	Q
	9. Provide four modern examples of “yellow journalism.”

	
	
	A
	9a. [insert here]

	
	
	
	9b. [insert here]

	
	
	
	9c. [insert here]

	
	
	
	9d. [insert here]

	
	
	Q
	10. How does the First Amendment’s protection of a free press ensure that the press is responsible only to citizens, rather than government?

	
	
	A
	10. [insert here]


