Experiential Essay Submission

An Experiential Learning Essay is an essay that demonstrates: 

· Significant personal learning experiences 

· College level understanding and theoretical knowledge of the topic 

· Understanding of the practical application of the topic 

Students may write an experiential essay based on a course description and their life experiences. The experiential essay provides an option to earn general education, and lower / upper division electives. 

Please note: Students must have a minimum of two years experience in the topic they choose and must be able to provide supporting documentation. 

How do I write the essay?
1. Select an approved course description topic that matches your life experiences: Experiential Learning Essay Course Descriptions. Course descriptions that are not on our list have to be pre-approved by the department. Please call 1-866-440-4707 before submitting your own course description. 

2. Reflect on the experience and use the Kolb's model to demonstrate how you apply this experience in your life: Kolb's Model of Learning in format and content. 

3. Use the following required template to create your essay: Essay Template (A sample essay is also viewable here.) You must use the following essay formatting guidelines: 

· The essay must be written in first person. 

· The essay will not follow traditional essay formatting i.e. introduction, body, and conclusion; rather it will address each subtopic individually using the four sections of Kolb’s model. 

· The essay must be based on your personal, life learning experiences, not on research, history, or another individual’s learning experiences. 

4. A Sample Essay and Sample Autobiography are also available to review. You may also review the Faculty Evaluator’s Grading Rubric to understand their expectations. 

What do I need to submit after I write the essay?
1. Autobiography: 1500 to 2100 words, a laundry list/resume format is not acceptable, ensure spacing/font choice is appropriate college level writing, Times New Roman 12 point, double-spaced. 

2. Experiential Essay: 3000 to 4500 words for 3 credits essays; 1500 to 2100 words for 1 credit essays, ensure spacing/font choice is appropriate college level writing, Times New Roman 12 point, double-spaced. 

3. Supporting documents: verifying your experiences in the paper. 

