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poor persons 10 the colonies o serve as servants and 1o work
Eheaply,but this sysiem did not succeed. Many of theese servins
‘ould not put up with poor conditions and brougt their cases o
‘ourt. Others ran away o the fronter, where they could lse e
Servant identity. Some served their time and became free men.
Fequirng ther former owners 1o ook for help clscwhere.

Blacks were casier o keep than white indentred scrvant.
Because of their color, they could be casily recognized and casght
if they ran sway, and ther owners did not have o worry sboat
recing them aftr  few years of servic. Since they ofien could ot
speak English and had different customs, they were falsely.
Considered ignorant people who deserved fo be sves. A myhof
‘White supeiority developed i colonial America. The British
colonialslve masters, some of whom were educsted in classcal
‘Subjects (Grek and Latin), used the existence of avery durig the
‘golden days of Grecce and Rome as  justificaton for their own use.
of slaves in the 1700s.

Even though a few ofthe carly Brtsh colonics had many
staves, racial and relgious discrimination existed in rmost of e
Englih speaking world. One might wonder why the churches i
England, the chiefnfluence on the moral atitades of the day, id
ot speak out more often against slavery and discrimination. The
Church of England snd other Protestant Denominations, unlike the
Catholic church, were not particulaly missionary-oricnted. That i,
the Proestantchurches were not always overly inercsted in
‘converting “savages” o Chiistanity. The English Society fo the
Propagation o the Gospel (SPG) never had much financial bcking.
‘Sinc the charches could not afford 0 send missionarics o the New
World, they frequently confined themselves to developing churches
for white sters ony.

It was ot just the Black man the English discriminated sganst.
Indians were captured by Englishmen and sod s siaves. I Ircland,
the Catholic Irish werereated as brutally asthe Black would be
restedlte. Indeed, t was fashionable for certain Englishmen o
refr totheTish s slaves even before 1607.

“While th protestant churches did oot discriminatc against the
Blacks they were more or less gnored, justas the American Indian
and his problems were ignored. While occasional stempts were
‘made toconvert Blacksto Chaistanty, most slave owners were
‘againtth idea becausethey feared any influence that might educe
ther conrol over thei staves. No wealthy slave owner wanted
Tose his possessions.

“The raic experienceof the Black American, sarting inthe
16005 is an outgrowt of discrimination aircady present in England
prior to colonization. Britsh attitudes toward conquered people in





