Conflict and Communication (Time 2:41)

SOCS315 Week 4 Case Study Audio Transcript

Narration: Andy and Martha married five years ago when both completed graduate school.  Last week Andy got the job offer of his dreams with one problem.  He would have to move 1500 miles away.  Martha loves her current job and has no interest in moving or in living apart.  Andy sees this job as one that could really advance his career.  For the past week they have talked and argued continuously about the job offer.

Andy: “So today I was checking on flights from here to Seattle.  If we plan ahead, we can get roundtrip tickets for around $300.  It’s not too bad.”

Martha: “On top of the costs of renting a second apartment… we agreed last night that it was too expensive to live apart.”

Andy: “I never agreed to that.  Martha, can’t you understand how important this job is to my career.”

Martha: “What about our marriage?  I suppose that’s not important at all.”

Andy: “I never said that.  If you just get with me on this, our marriage would be fine.  You’re just not…”

Martha, “Not what, not willing to be the traditional, supportive housewife?”

Andy: “That isn’t what I was going to say.  I never asked you to be a traditional wife or anything other than who you are.  But I need you to let me be myself too.”

Martha: “If you want to be yourself, why did you get married?  Marriage is about more than just yourself.  Marriage is about both of us.  You’re not thinking about us at all.

Andy: “And I suppose you are?  You only seem to care about what you want.  You don’t care about what I want at all.  I think you’re being incredibly selfish.”

Martha: “Selfish?  You think I’m being selfish?  I’m selfish to care about our marriage?”

Andy: “You’re acting as if I don’t care about the marriage and you do.  If you really cared about it, you would consider moving to Seattle so we could be together.”

Martha: “Just a second, you told me you didn’t want me to be the traditional wife, and now you want me to follow you wherever you want to go so that you could do as you please.”

Andy: “I didn’t say that.   You’re putting words into my mouth.  What I said was…”

Martha: “What you said is that I should move to Seattle and support whatever it is you want to do.”

Andy: “I didn’t say that!  Quit telling me what I said!  Look, Martha, can we just step back from this argument and try to look at the options with a little perspective.

Martha: “I’ve looked all I want to look.  I’ve heard all I want to hear.  I know where I stand on this, and you know that’s right even if you don’t want to admit it.”

