Module 5 - Background

Measures of Central Tendency 
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	Required Materials
Click Here for a  narrated PowerPoint slide show on measures of central tendency.

A good place to start is this Lesson Page that discusses the three major measures of central tendency.

Lesson Page, Math A. (2006). Statistics Measures of Central Tendency.  Retrieved May 20, 2009, from: http://regentsprep.org/Regents/math/mean/measure.htm
In addition to measure of central tendency, it is also important to know and understand measures of dispersion, which tells you how spread out the data is from the mean or median.  

Pink Monkey has a good Tutorial on Measures of Dispersion that provides the simplest overview.

PinkMonkey.com.  (n.d.). Chapter 5: Measures of dispersion.  PinkMonkey.com Statistics Study Guide. Retrieved May 20, 2009, from:  http://www.pinkmonkey.com/studyguides/subjects/stats/chap5/s0505101.asp 
Here is an Overview of Measures of Dispersion which also includes a review of measures of central tendency.

Lecture 2: Summarizing Numerical Information.  Retrieved May 20, 2009, from: http://www.unc.edu/~knhighto/econ70/lec2/lec2.htm
Optional Materials
For a good example of how the standard deviation is used, check out this guide to Standard Deviation in the Stock Market , and in the window that says "search the site" type the words standard deviation.

Here are some basic resources for useful for Modules 4 & 5:

SurfStat Australia is yet another source of good general information on all aspects of statistics.


