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Abstract (Summary)
General Motors, the maker of the Hummer, is a prime example of a corporation deciding to discontinue the manufacture of a successful production level electric car. In the early 1990s GM built a highly popular zero emission vehicle (the Zev) and leased 5,000 of them to the public. Around 1995 GM cancelled the leases and seized all the zero emission vehicles, and systematically destroyed them, save one minus the motor, and today its skeleton is on display in a car museum. The Zev was the ideal soccer-mom-sized car that delivered quick acceleration and travelled 120 kilometres on a single home current charge. 

The reason GM built the Zev was to comply with then strict California state laws requiring vehicle makers to manufacture 10 per cent of their new vehicle fleet as ZEVs. A couple of years after killing the Zev, General Motors released the military vehicle, the Hummer, for consumer use. In years of record profits GM vigorously increased the physical size of their sport utility vehicles by cleverly camouflaging them as trucks which allowed them to four wheel their way through a legislative loophole in the fuel efficiency and emission laws. 

 »  Jump to indexing (document details)
	Full Text (604  words)


(Copyright (c) 2008 Black Press Group Ltd.)
Handing over billions of taxpayer dollars to the corporations only to allow them to continue to make fuel guzzling, heavily polluting vehicles, will be a government malfeasance in the first degree. 

General Motors, the maker of the Hummer, is a prime example of a corporation deciding to discontinue the manufacture of a successful production level electric car. In the early 1990s GM built a highly popular zero emission vehicle (the Zev) and leased 5,000 of them to the public. Around 1995 GM cancelled the leases and seized all the zero emission vehicles, and systematically destroyed them, save one minus the motor, and today its skeleton is on display in a car museum. The Zev was the ideal soccer-mom-sized car that delivered quick acceleration and travelled 120 kilometres on a single home current charge. 

The reason GM built the Zev was to comply with then strict California state laws requiring vehicle makers to manufacture 10 per cent of their new vehicle fleet as ZEVs. A couple of years after killing the Zev, General Motors released the military vehicle, the Hummer, for consumer use. In years of record profits GM vigorously increased the physical size of their sport utility vehicles by cleverly camouflaging them as trucks which allowed them to four wheel their way through a legislative loophole in the fuel efficiency and emission laws. 

The rhetoric we hear from the politicians is much like this: If auto manufacturing and their supplier companies were not integral to the health of the North American economy then the answer would be easier. However, the direct jobs and spin off jobs from the auto industry numbers in the tens of millions, and, to let this industry die may have severe economic outcomes. 

This may or may not be true, but we should be mindful of the opportunity this current situation presents. Einstein said "A problem cannot be solved by the same level of mind that created it." And, if a taxpayer financed intervention in the auto industry is a strong possibility there must be a change in the mindset of these corporations. 

But, how do we change the 'minds' of the car companies? We need to minimize the statutory instinct of profits as the primary motivation of the corporation, and, to re-wire this mindset with the acceptance of a common responsibility of all beings in a just society. This change in mindset can occur in the corporate 'person' structure just as it can in human beings. 

Like any journey of 10,000 miles this journey begins with the first step, which is by mandating in any bail-out legislation, that government environmental agencies, non-government environmental and consumer organizations are appointed as voting members of the boards of directors of the auto corporations receiving taxpayer assistance. And, that strict environmental laws mandating alternative fuel be enacted and enforced. To change the mindset of a corporation you need to get inside its collective head, and, the board of directors is the object to focus your attention upon. 

It's time for a change. And, once the process starts, we will see outcomes for individual and mass transportation solutions that are environmentally responsible to the rest of the world, and, provides local jobs to generations of millions of North Americans. It's time for governments to act in this direction by bringing together the corporate and the corporeal along the path to this place. 

"We can choose hope over fear, unity over division, the promise of change over the power of the status quo," President-elect Obama said. There is an opportunity before us right now to do just that in the auto industry. 
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