Appendix A 

As students of finance and potential investors, you can estimate the financial health and profitability of a company using financial ratios and other industry tools. The tools and skills practiced in this course can be used to help you determine whether or not to invest money in a company. Research into the financial health of the company can help make the decision.
1. Find the Dun & Bradstreet Key Business Ratios under Company Directories and Financials heading.  http://kbr.dnb.com/login/KBRHome.asp
To access industry averages for the price-to-earnings ratio (P/E ratio), complete the following steps:

1. Navigate to The Business Week Investment Outlook Scoreboard at http://bwnt.businessweek.com/investment_outlook/2005/index.asp. 

2. Compare the GM P/E ratio to the Automobiles & Components industry average.
