Nixon

First, you might look at Nixon’s goal and ideology in foreign policy as he aimed for a "peace with honor" in the Vietnam War. However, he failed to achieve this goal but did end the war under his leadership. His policies of engagement also aimed to help America’s strategic position in the Cold War. While containment and isolation policies often guided foreign policy during the Cold War, Nixon sought a more cooperative relationship with the Soviet Union. He even tried for a diplomatic sort of revolution as he resumed relations with China. Please note that although he publicly condemned the Chinese Communists, he exerted a more relaxed attitude and more friendly relations with the Soviet Union, China, Western Europe, Japan, etc. His policies seemed to reiterate international cooperation. Thus, the term “engagement” suggests that he “engaged” or worked with the Communists. In a sense, some critics believe that Nixon was balancing China against Russia to intimidate both powers. The Nixon Doctrine is where he pledged support for democratic third world nations, He gave them financial and military aid but no troops. He also used his policy to send positive messages through Romania and Pakistan to influence the Chinese. In contrast, Cold War foreign policies where the role of United Nations, they played a part in America’s sense of obligation to exert power globally. When you examine the US policy of containment, it was different. Consider how it threatened and undermined the democratic goals and ideals of the United States for various reasons. I feel that it made America lose face and appear to be aggressive in terms of foreign policy. Although containment was supposed to keep a tight check on the Russian’s expansionist plans, its aim seemed to be contradictory of America’s ideologies of openness, multiculturalism, and peace position. Instead, it seemed to embody a policy that was too forceful. Besides its impact on how the world viewed America as a bully, it also caused economic problems in its military buildup. I believe that containment was dangerous because it was a bit hasty in generalizing and labeling all Communists posed a definite threat to America and world peace. It caused American’s fear, hysteria, racism, and outbreaks of Red Scares. Although I feel that it was necessary for America to subdue and take precautions against Russia’s advancement, I do not agree with the hasty generalizations that accompanied containment policies.
