Language in the United State
In today’s world, globalization, mobility and communication bring the world closer together, therefore, learning English will help people to succeed in life and the business world.  In the United States, English is the main language, so in order for people to get ahead, they need to speak and understand it well.  The number of immigrants in United States is rising for various reasons: to avoid persecution, to reunite with family, and to peruse educational or economic opportunities.  When Immigrants arrive in the United States, they have to learn English as a second language.  With the recent increases in immigrations from mostly non-English speaking countries, there is increased attention in the role of English language proficiency in immigrant assimilation.  
Learning to speak English is one of the most important goals of second language study for immigrants.  It could greatly enhance family and generational communication within family members if all members of the family learn to speak English.  Since children tend to pick up languages easily, and also tend to use English as their primary language, communication between parents and children would be greatly enhanced if everyone can speak the same language.  Also, it will provide them ability to improve their job and marriage prospects in life if they are proficient in English in the United States.  Immigrants with stronger English skills would have a better chance of gaining good employment, which usually enhances a person’s attractiveness to the opposite sex.

The term “heritage speaker” refer to a person who comes from a home where a language other than English is spoken, who speaks or understands the home language, and who is more or less bilingual in English and the home language. Immigration has made America more linguistically diverse than it has ever been.  Data from the 2000 US census shows, for instance, that over 26 of Californians were born outside of the U.S, and that more than one language is spoken in 40% of California households.  Nationwide, one in five children enters school speaking a language other than English.  These children lose most of their native language in the process of learning English.  Heritage languages typically die out within three generations.  American schools generally ignore or even suppress the languages immigrant children bring with them.  Giving up one’s native language often is seen as a natural result of assimilation. (Languages of the World, 2007).
In the business world, the ability to speak English well is a tremendous asset.  English has become an international language and it is used by most international companies and businesses worldwide.  As of today, the United States is the largest buyer in the international market, resulting in English being the main tool for business communication.  Speaking English well will help people be able to communicate while traveling in English speaking countries, thereby, helping to develop positive attitude toward other cultures.  In the work environment, we meet people from many different cultures; speaking many different languages.  However, English is still the main language that employees should use to communicate.  If the people do not speak English well, it is easy to cause the misunderstanding of miscommunication to occur.  It is very hard for native English speakers to understand people who do not speak English well.  Learning how to speak proper English will help people to succeed in life.  Living in the United States, language is very important for immigrants, because if they do not speak English they will not be able to get a good job to support themselves.  This may mean that the tax payers would have to support them. There are over of 100 languages in the Unites States, but English is the only language that immigrants should learn.   
The educational experience and performance of immigrant students depends on multiple factors that include, among others: their age on arrival, previous schooling, home language and literacy, family education and aspirations, economic circumstance, whether their immigration was voluntary or involuntary, and current level of English language proficiency. The resources in this section explore the complex and multilayered issues affecting the education of immigrant students in American schools, and provide helpful information on teaching methods, approaches, and styles that are sensitive to the needs of immigrant students.

More than one-half (53.9%) of the English language learners in U.S. schools are immigrants, including students who have recently arrived in the U.S. (17.4%) and students who are long-term U.S. residents (14.7%) (Zehler, Fleischman, Hopstock, Stephenson, Pendzick, & Sapru, 2003). Changes in immigration settlement patterns over a ten-year period (1990 to 2000) have resulted in a shift in the school-age immigrant population for certain areas of the U.S. During that time period, primary and secondary schools in Arkansas, Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee have seen an increase from 18,000 to 64,000 Spanish-speaking students with limited English proficiency (Kochar et al., 2005). The rapid expansion of immigrants in these and other states has required new efforts to develop educational environments welcoming to diverse learners.

Although the educational needs of these immigrants differ, a common goal of educational programs for immigrants is to further develop their English language proficiency and literacy so that they may participate successfully in academic coursework. For those immigrant students who arrive as adolescents, with limited English proficiency and limited formal schooling, academic success depends on having the time and support necessary to develop essential learning habits and literacies (Mace-Matluck, Alexander-Kasparik, & Queen, 1998). 


The population of adult English language learners in the United States is ethnically, linguistically, and culturally diverse. Ranging in age from 16 to over 90, adult English language learners are recently arrived and long-term immigrants, permanent residents, and refugees. Among the immigrant population, recently arrived adults are more likely to have limited English proficiency; Census 2000 data found that 60 percent of recent arrivals age 16-64 had limited English proficiency compared with 44 percent of all immigrants (Capps, Passel, Perez-Lopez, & Fix, 2003). Although not all adults with limited proficiency in English enroll in education classes, over one million (1,172,569) were enrolled in state-administered English as a second language (ESL or English literacy) programs during 2003-2004 (U.S. Department of Education, 2005). ESL programs account for more than 40 percent of all adult education. 

Since English lessons are available free, some employers offered to pay workers, and schools offered to pay for parents to learn for free.  These incentives offer immigrants to learn English to live successfully in the United States.  These offers also are already happened in some parts of the country.  Even though the United States have it easy for immigrants and have provided services for them, however, there are still some immigrants who came to United Stated for a long time still stick to their own language and did not forced to have to work on their English. They still need translators every time they have some issues with paper works.  Some learners may think that they are elder immigrants or stay home parents; they do not need to learn English unless they have too.  They did not think that they may need English to answer the phone.  They may also need English to deal with medical problem, sort out their mail, or handle emergency issues.  So why do they need to do?  Since they are in this country they should learn the language where they live.  If they moved to America they do not expect things to be in their own language.  They have to learn English in order to communicate with people where they live and work with.  

Learning English is not easy and simple as other languages.  Since English is the key of participation in the opportunities of American life and business worldwide.  They do not need non-native-speakers to speak fluent English but at least they should communicate decently.  But working in the United States, in order to do their jobs effectively, they are required to have ability to communicate, be able to exchange ideas with the people.  People are likely to find an easier and harder language depending on their native tongue.  However, English is so widely used in this world and flourishing, and immigrants in United States and everywhere are eager to learn it.  This would behoove to help the instructors to make learning English as easy as possible for all immigrants who live in the United States and abroad.   

In fact, even as it spreads across the globe, English is on the retreat in vast sections of the United States. Our government makes it easy for immigrants to function in their native languages through bilingual education, multilingual ballots and driver's license exams, and government-funded translators in schools and hospitals. Providing most essential services to immigrants in their native languages is expensive for American taxpayers and also keeps immigrants linguistically isolated. (Eujica, E Mauro, 2003)  When immigrants decided to move to different countries, they need to learn the language where they live.  Even though the United States was built on immigration; if the immigrants move to this country, they should learn the language at least enough to communicate decently.  To live successfully in the United States, immigrants should learn to speak English, so as to not limit their life opportunities.
In conclusion, the United States and many other countries are now used English is as primary language. Learning to speak proper English will help immigrants to succeed in life and in the business world wide.  With the ability to communicate in English, workers can travel and do business easily with other English-speaking countries. Learning to speak English well may be the best thing immigrants can do to improve their life.
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