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Final Project Overview

The final project for HIS 135 is a written essay consisting of an overview of what you consider to be the most significant events in the decades following World War II. You must select one event that you studied—social, economic, or political—from each of the following decades: 1950s, 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. The event that you select should be the one that you believe had an overriding influence on U.S. culture, economy, or governmental policy within that decade. In order to explain why you think an event had a more powerful impact than other events within the same decade, you need to evaluate the following questions: 
· How did the event you select fit in relationship to the time leading up to it? 

· Was it different than events that preceded it, or

· Was it a culmination of similar factors that came together?
· Who was the group(s) of people that caused the event to happen?

· What were their goals?
· Who were the group(s) of people that were most affected by the event?

· Did the significance of the group or groups contribute to the importance of the event?
· Did the significance of the group or groups contribute to other people’s perception of the event?

· What was the nature of the event’s effect on the United States at the time?
· Do you believe this event: 
· Accomplished the goals for which it was intended by the group(s) of people who caused it to happen? or
· Failed to do that but accomplished something else? or 

· Both accomplished the goals for which it was intended and accomplished something else?
· What was the enduring nature of the event’s effect upon the United States as time went by in subsequent decades?
For each decade, the information that answers the above bullet points must be organized into a cohesive essay in APA format. The complete essay is 1,750 to 2,050 words in length. For the introduction, you need a short, one paragraph explanation of the purpose of the final paper and then one section for each decade—the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. Conclude by hypothesizing changes you anticipate happening in the U.S. social, economic, or political climate of the next ten years, and by explaining the reasons for your hypothesis.

You are encouraged to be creative in titling each decade section and the final hypothesis section– feel free to let your opinion show. 
For each decade’s section, you must cite at least two references. At the end of your paper, you must include a single list of references in APA format, which includes all of the works cited.
The opening paragraph of each decade’s section must clearly introduce the event you chose and the position you are taking on it so that the reader does not have to guess your topic and point-of-view. Make sure that each subsequent paragraph focuses on a single main idea and that your paragraphs follow a coherent sequence. The final paragraph of each decade’s section must bring the discussion to some kind of a close so that it does not feel like you suddenly stopped talking. 
Appendix C provides you with a checklist of general requirements for an acceptable and collegiate paper.

Final Project Timeline

You should budget your time wisely and work on your project throughout the course. As outlined below, you may write tentative summaries to assist you in creating your final project. If you complete your course activities, give thoughtful consideration to the ideas of your classmates, and use the feedback provided by the instructor, you will be on the right track to completing your project successfully. 

· Suggested in Week Four: Looking at the events you have studied about the 1950s, select two or three events that you think had the greatest impact on American society, economics, or political thinking. Make notes about each one, so you can consider how enduring this impact will seem to be as you study the next decade.
· Suggested in Week Five: Looking at the events you have studied about the 1960s, select two or three events that you think had the greatest impact on American society, economics, or political thinking. Make notes about each one, so you can consider how enduring this impact will seem to be as you study the next decade. At this time, you may decide which single event of the previous decade— the 1950s—you think was the most significant.
· Suggested in Week Six: Looking at the events you have studied about the 1970s, select two or three events that you think had the greatest impact on American society, economics, or political thinking. Make notes about each one, so you can consider how enduring this impact will seem to be as you study the next decade. At this time, you may decide which single event of the previous decade— the 1960s—you think was the most significant.
· Suggested in Week Seven: Looking at the events you have studied about the 1980s, select two or three events that you think had the greatest impact on American society, economics, or political thinking. Make notes about each one, so you can consider how enduring this impact will seem to be as you study the next decade. At this time, you may decide which single event of the previous decade—1970s—you think was the most significant.
· Suggested in Week Eight: Looking at the events you have studied about the 1990s, select two or three events that you think had the greatest impact on American society, economics, or political thinking. Make notes about each one, so you can consider how enduring this impact will seem to be as you study the next decade. At this time, you may decide which single event of the previous decade—1980s—you think was the most significant.
· Due in Week Nine: Finalize your decisions about the most significant event of each decade following World War II. At this time, you may have different ideas about which events you feel had the most impact, or you may decide that your original choices are still the ones you select.

Compose an outline of the paper you intend to write. Clearly separate each section of the paper, naming the topic of the section and a list of the main ideas to discuss. Think about what you can say to transition smoothly from one section to the next.

Write your final paper and use the checklist from Appendix C.
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