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hand during the nineteenth century, which not coincidentally was the heyday of
European impe: m and colonization. One of the principal apologies for,
Western imperfais was e pacificatinrof evr-varring savages by European|
conquest, missionary activity, and administration. The natives, living in Hobbe-
sian turbulence, could enjoy the comforts of Christianity and the benefits of
civilization only after they were pacified and controlled by Europeans. Euro-
peans also awarded their own the highest ranking among the few civilizations
they recognized (such as those of Asia and the Near East) because they reck-
oned that theirs had progressed further than any other from the violent and
impoverished state of nature. Not surprisingly, the soldiers, missionaries, and
colonial functionaries sent out to establish Western dominion brought back
accounts that emphasized the Hobbesian features of societies they sought to
conquer and transform. These portraits were the only information available to
the first anthropologists as the discipline emerged during the 1860s. Only a
handful of anti-imperialists, reformers, and self-consciously iconoclastic
artists—few of whom had ever directly observed real primitives—clung to Rous-
seau’s pacific view of uncivilized life.
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