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Dissertation Prospectus
Introduction 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A notable collection of research subsists exists that transverse the overexertion of parenting a child [with ] an autism spectrum disorder (ASD). There are a handful studies, nevertheless, that research how parents deal with the education of their child with an Autism Spectrum Disorder. This study will explore the effects of anxiety on specific quantifiable variables—that is, how parents deal with the education of their child with an Autism Spectrum Disorder. Excellent.Very clear. In the recent years, there has been an increase in the prevalence of autism spectrum disorder (ASD). When parents receive an educational determination of autism for their child, both parents the potential to be asymmetrically influenced. The opportunity costs to families of children with autism are personalistic in nature,  social, and influence family economics and daily subsistence.  
Research on the state of education and educator training programs has been going on for the past three decades (Unal & Unal, 2014), and has consistently displayed that teachers feel unready to work with parents. Regrettably, the results of the research have not manifested in substantial improvements in the circumstances. Today’s educators still report feeling unprepared to face the demanding task of children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). It is not unexpected that parents and other stakeholders verbalize low levels of confidence in the capabilities of special education teachers (Tincani, Cucchiarra, Thurman, Snyder, & McCarthy, 2014). As the stated number of children with ASD are on the rise (Frieden, Joffe, Cono, Richards, & Iademarco, 2014), school officials and teachers will be challenged to adequately serve this growing population. One source of expertise, and also anxiety, may be parental involvement.
Background of the Problem
There is growing evidence that efficacious interventions for autism are rarely adopted or successfully implemented in public mental health and education systems; as a result there is a growing need of parental intervention of how parents deal with the education of their child with ASD due to lack of intensity of services, and training of staff   (Dingfelder, & Mandell, 2011).
Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a combination of multiple neurodevelopment disorders that comprise autism, Asperger disorder, and pervasive developmental disorder not otherwise defined (American Psychiatric Association, 2013). Infants who have ASD exhibit moderate to rigorous impairments in social synergy and communication along with limited, repetitive, and defined models of comportments, activities and interests all springing before a child is three years old. Diagnosis of ASD should be precipitated on elaborate behavioral appraisals, making diagnostic evaluation tedious and time-consuming. This assemblage of signs characterizes autism from moderate autism spectrum disorders (ASD) such as Asperger syndrome (Boyle, Boulet, Schieve, Cohen, Blumberg, & Yeargin-Allsopp, 2011). 
Autism has a solid generative foundation, although the heredity of autism is complicated, and it is unclear if ASD is defined more by multigene reciprocal action or by occasional mutations (Center for Disease Control, 2012). In exceptional instances, autism is heavily associated with factors that produce birth deficiency. Other researchers suggested circumstances, such as infancy vaccines, are questionable and the vaccine hypotheses that need reliable scientific confirmation (Luckhaupt, Dahlhamer, Ward, Sussell, Sweeney, Sestito, & Calvert, 2013). Most current reports approximate a prevalence of one to two incidents per thousand people for autism, and about six per thousand for ASD, with ASD averaging a 4.3:1 male-to-female proportion (Landa, Holman, Garrett-Mayer, 2007). The number of people perceived to have autism has grown astronomically since the 1980s, at minimal partially owing to differences in diagnostic method; the issue of whether real pervasiveness has risen is incomplete (“Centers” for Disease Control, 2012).
Theoretical Foundations and Review of the Literature/Themes 
It is more apparent that there is no one specific comprehensively efficacious educational method for all children with an ASD. Study has GRAMMAR! determined that the best programs are those that consolidate a mixture of accurately verified methods and are intended to address and promote the requirements of individual students and the experts and families with whom they are connected (Wong, C., Odom, S. L., Hume, Cox, Fettig, Kucharczyk, & Schultz, (2014). This places relatives, and primarily parents, in very severe conditions regarding the selection of suitable and effective educational methods regarding their individual child with an ASD. Consequently, there is a long-standing attitude by parents of children with an ASD of receiving instructional strategies and methods that lack effectiveness and proven efficacy (Bergen, 2013). The challenge then is how parents deal with the education of their child with an Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
Literature Review
Autism is the nucleus disorder of the pervasive developmental disorders (PDDs) (World Health Organization 2014; American Psychiatric Association (2013), and manifest before the age of three years. Autism is, nevertheless, a dimension rather than a distinct class and is commonly recognized as a spectrum, along which children encounter differing degrees of complexity in the domains of social interaction, communication, and a leaning toward repetitive behaviors and lack of vision and creativity. Children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) lack comprehension of how to start and respond to joint attention with other individual, have challenges in social timing of communication, and may not comprehend other people’s aims as displayed through gestures and language, even though they may look affectionate and want to be with other individual socially. They have trouble with coordinating their responses, and with inhibition of repetitive behaviors and interests. Children with core autism have more serious challenges and are more prone to have associated learning difficulties, than those who have other diagnoses within the PDDs (e.g. Asperger syndrome).
As a result, aggressive behaviors in children with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) often cause a great deal of difficulty for families. Hitting, kicking, biting, and throwing objects, and other behaviors common during a temper tantrum or meltdown can greatly increase parent stress (Sikora, Moran, Orlich, Hall, Kovacs, Delahaye, Clemons, & Kuhlthau, 2013). To make things worse, a vicious cycle can begin so that behavior problems increase stress and increased stress (together with fraying nerves and poorer parental responses to the behavior) result in even worse behavior problems. 
These students frequently display a paucity of comprehension of their personal education requirements, inadequate self-advocacy, abilities and appear uncomfortable about revealing their circumstances because of potential stigmatization; all of which conflict with their capacity to solicit assistance (Adcock & Cuvo, 2009; Steinbrenner, J.D. 2015). As a result, it is appropriate for this researcher to produce exploratory analysis of the effects of stress on specific quantifiable variables of research, that is, parents’ ways of dealing with the education of their child with an Autism Spectrum Disorder. This will thus present an insider perspective in illustrating how parents deal with the education of their children with an ASD over time.  
Problem Statement
Children with ASD have extraordinary demanding task in socialization and interaction with others (National Institute of Mental Health. 2010) due to gross neurological dysfunction which impairs the functioning of their brains. It is not known if or to what degree or extent that the exploratory analysis of effects of anxiety on parents dealing with educating their children with an autism spectrum disorder. Corresponding to American Psychiatric Association (2013), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) or Pervasive Developmental Disorders (PDD) are described as uncompromising and pervasive impairment in manifold domains of development: communication skills, reciprocal social interaction skills, or the habitual stereotyped way of life, activities and interests (p.69). ASD is a group of lifelong disorders, which have no identified etiology or cure (Moss, & Howlin, 2009). There are five involved, usually rigorous, neurological disorders under the PDD classification where manifestations fluctuate considerably depending upon the developmental level and chronologic age of the child; including, Autistic Disorder, Rett’s Disorder, Childhood Disintegrative Disorder, Asperger’s Disorder and Pervasive Developmental Disorder Not Otherwise Specified (Including Atypical Autism). The research will guide the interpretation and understanding of the circumstances encountered by parents striving to teach, help, and inform parents, guide children or both on better ways to handle their special needs’ children.
Research Question(s)                                                                                                                         In order to achieve the intended purpose of this research, the researcher formulates key questions to guide the research, making sure that the research does not sway from the intended course. The study will answer, identifies the variables, and presents the hypotheses  as follows: 
1.	What are the appropriate arrangements needed in relationship to the educational development of the child with ASD? Are these your research questions? This question needs clarity. Doesn’t make sense as it reads now.
2.	On a scale of 1 to 5, how important are the following factors in influencing classroom arrangements and structures when striving to educate their child with an ASD? [1 = least important; 5 = most important]? Again, is this a research question? A variable? Unclear. Needs to be reworked.
Hypothesis/Variables or Phenomena
There are two types of variables; independent variable and dependent variables.  An independent variable, as the name suggests, is a variable that stands alone and is not affected by the other variables you are trying to measure (Gravetter & Wallnau, 2013). For  example, depending on factors such as the Chelation treatment for autism spectrum disorders used to eliminate specific metals from the body, such as mercury and the placebo. This example does not make sense here. Thus, Independent variable can causes a change in Dependent Variable, but the vise-versa is impossible. In the current research, the dependent and independent variables that the researcher will assess and analyze are as follows:
The independent variable will be to put students in a noiseless classroom away from background noise. 
Condition A = Self-contained noiseless classroom   Condition B = Inclusion classroom sitting by the hallway. 
Dependent variable will be behavioral aggression problem.
What are the appropriate arrangements needed in relationship to the educational development of the child with ASD?
Hypothesis
Alternate Hypothesis (H1): When dealing with a child with ASD, parents are required to have a lot of patience and understanding for the education development of their ASD children to be effective.
Null Hypothesis (H0): When dealing with a child with ASD, they should be treated as other normal kids for their educational development to be effective.
Hypothesis
Alternate Hypothesis (H1): When we want to influence classroom arrangements and structure, there are factors that vary in importance but are crucial in ensuring good education for children with an ASD.
Null Hypothesis (H0): When we want to influence classroom arrangement and structure, there are similar factors that are not crucial in ensuring good education for kids with an ASD.
Significance of the Study
	The proposed research will make numerous valuable and original contributions to knowledge: This research will produce substantive evidence in an area where such ideas are lacking. Rework these first few sentences. Could be stronger.  The proposed research will offer information on different effective mechanism that can be useful to parents caring for their autistic children. The research will point to an explanation and understanding of the circumstances encountered by parents attempting to care of and educate their children with an ASD. The outcome of this research will be very relevant to the advancement of policies concerning parents trying to educate their child with an ASD in United States of America. This research will implement a unique, exploratory analysis of the effects of stress on specific quantifiable variables of research which presents an insider viewpoint and theory to illustrate how parents deal with the education of their children with an ASD over time.
Rationale for Methodology
This  research will be conducted as an exploratory data analysis to (Gravetter, & Wallnau, 2013)  this is the first time that is has been 100% clear what approach you are using. Shouldn’t wait until this section for reader to know this. determine relationships among the explanatory variables, and assessing the direction and appropriate size of relationships between explanatory and outcome variables and detection of mistakes made by parents dealing with how to educate their child with ASD. In order to achieve conclusive results and the purpose of the study, the methodology of the proposed research would thus be guided by the following research questions:
1.	What are the appropriate arrangements needed in relationship to the educational development of the child with ASD? As noted above, these need work
2.	On a scale of 1 to 5, how important are the following factors in influencing sequences and structures when striving to educate their child with an ASD? [1 = least important; 5 = most important]? As noted above, these need work
Viable Research Questions and Hypotheses
The proposed research will employ a quantitative approach to data collection and throughout the research. The objective of this exploratory research is to identify key issues and key variables (Shields, & Rangarjan, 2013). The research question " On a scale of 1 to 5, how important are the following factors in influencing sequences and structures when striving to educate their child with an ASD? [1 = least important; 5 = most important]” can be answered by observing responses to the survey and measuring the variable (sequences and structures support). The hypothesis is "Classroom Arrangements and structures support affects how parents view and educate their child with an ASD ". This directional hypothesis is measureable by determining whether and to what extent such arrangements support affects how parent view and educate their child with an ASD.
Nature of the Research Design for the Study
 In order to bridge the gap left by past research and to help enrich the existing literature descriptive statistics proposed by Gravetter and Wallnau (2013) would be used to simplify and organize the data to identify two categorical/nominal scale IVs and one continuous scale DV to be incorporated into the study; whereby, the IV would involve finding out whether a new type of classroom arrangement can alter behavioral aggression problem of a student with Autism Spectrum Disorder; and the DV would involve behavioral aggression problem. The null and alternative hypotheses based on this design (with a planned analysis using a factorial ANOVA) will be stated. 
Statistical calculations and analyses estimate that the variables have a distinct level of measurement. For instance, it would not make sense to calculate an average hair color of the ASD child. An average of a categorical variable does not make much sense because there is no inherent ordering of the levels of the categories. Furthermore, if you proposed to calculate the average of the educational experience of the parents as defined in the ordinal, you would also get a senseless conclusion. Because the spacing between the four levels of educational experience is very uneven, the meaning of this average would be very questionable. In summary, an average needs a variable to be an interval. At times you have variables that are "in between" ordinal and interval, for illustration, a five-point Likert scale with values "strongly agree", "agree", "neutral", "disagree" and "strongly disagree". If we cannot be certain that the intervals between each of these five values are the equivalent, then we would not be capable to say that this is an interval variable, but we would say that it is an ordinal variable. Nevertheless, in order to be able to use statistics that assume the variable is an interval, we will assume that the intervals are equally spaced.
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study is to come up with valuable and original contributions to the existing knowledge on the subject of ASD; as well as to produce substantive evidence and ideas in this areas (Grammar!)s regarding how parents deal with the education of their autistic children. In recent years; there has been an increase in the prevalence of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) (Boyle et al, 2011). Borrowing from theoretical findings from Solomon, Van Egeren, Mahoney, Quon Huber, and Zimmerman, (2014) the role of education for a child with Autism is paramount. From early intervention to school age special education, educational services provide the tools and opportunities for academic, social, behavioral and vocational growth. Educating children with Autism comes with its rewards along with challenges. The educational settings may range from self-contained to inclusive classrooms, and with each setting unique teaching challenges may present themselves. Finding meaningful and appropriate curriculum support materials, fostering social growth and dealing with challenging behaviors may all be a part of the experience of teaching and supporting a student with autism.  Individual goals will vary based on age and the specific strengths and needs of the child. The overall goals of educating a student with Autism are the same – to help the child reach his or her potential in all areas – academics, social skills, behavior and overall independence. 
 The population needed will be selected from south east region of a school district in Houston Texas.  An online statistical calculator was used to determine an appropriate sample size. In the school district where the study will be conducted, there are approximately 45 total high school students with ASD.  Therefore the sample size needed from this population for this study is 36 with a confidence level of 95% (showing significant at α =.05 level).  The 95% confidence level means that the researcher can be 95% certain of the respondent results.  
Instrumentation or Sources of Data
The  researcher will use the TEACCH program as well as semi-structured interviews and, which would be especially constructed for the proposed research, as the principal, approved data aggregation technique where parents are capable of presenting their particular circumstances candidly as to how they deal with the education of their child with ASD over time.  sentence is too long and convoluted. Needs to be broken into two and clarified.  Interviews will be carried out as active intercommunication between two (or numerous) families leading to concerted, contextually based results (Mengxuan, & Storr, 2012). Questions will be open-ended, and a moderately unstructured interviewing composition will be utilized. A relatively formal conversation will take place at intervals and in environments where participators seem relaxed to express relevant life issues (Andres, 2012). The researcher will solicit consent to tape record such gatherings and participants will be given a consent form as well as semi-structured interview design antecedent in order for them to be contemplative about their acknowledgments.
Data Collection Procedures
The researcher will first present the research proposal to the Institutional Review Board (IRB) for approval and any amendments. Once the research is approved, the researcher will begin data collection. The researcher has proposed that semi-structured interviews will be the principal data collection method and data aggregation technique because parents will be capable of presenting their individual circumstances candidly as to how they deal with the education of their child with ASD over time. Interviews will be carried out as active intercommunication between two (or numerous) families leading to concerted, contextually based results (Creswell, 2012). Questions will be both open-ended and closed, and a moderately unstructured interviewing composition will be utilized. A relatively formal conversation will take place at intervals and in environments where participants seem relaxed to express relevant life issues (Andres, 2012). (The same text from the previous section was copied and pasted here?)
TEACCH is a complete program of services for autistic people which makes use of various associated techniques depending upon the individual person's needs and emerging capabilities. The main goal of TEACCH is to help autistic children grow up to their maximum ability by adult age. Advocates of TEACCH state that it aims for a 'whole life' approach in supporting children, adolescents, and adults with an Autistic Spectrum Disorder such as Autism or Asperger syndrome, through the help of visual information, structure and predictability. TEACCH principles involve changing the behavior and skill level of the person as well as developing an environment that matches the person’s needs (Mesibov, Shea, & Schopler, 2012). It is a state program that tries to respond to the needs of autistic people using the best available approaches and methods known so far for educating them and to provide the maximum level of independence that they can achieve. This includes helping them understand the world that surrounds them, acquiring communication skills that will enable them to relate to other people and giving them the necessary capability to be able to make choices concerning their own lives. 
The TEACCH method considers the main focus of treatment to be ‘autism’ as a whole, rather than on ‘behavior’.
Data Analysis Procedures
The sample size will be 36 parents of students with ASD. The researchers will gather quantitative data from the research, which would later be analyzed and reviewed. Upon data collection completion, the surveys and focus group interview guides will be proofread, coded, and physically entered into a computer-based spreadsheet in a conventional form to enable descriptive statistics interpretation. The data will be in texts and numerals; and materials which delineated circumstances. If researchers discover multiple levels in the data—that is, more complexity than intended, the IBM Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) will be utilized for interpretation. Measures of central tendency (mean, mode, median) and frequencies and percentages will be employed to describe the population (Meyers, Gamst, & Guarino, 2006; Herrnstein, 1970). 
Descriptive statistics will similarly be adopted to analyze and standardize the data while inferential statistics will be employed regarding inferences about the population represented by the data. The one-way Multivariate Analysis of Variance (MANOVA) will be applied to examine the hypotheses for this research. Agreeing with Irny, and Rose, (2005), the one-way Multivariate Analysis of Variance is a mathematical computation which analyzes the independent effects of more than one independent variable on multiple dependent variables. Moreover, this allows at least some of the independent variables to be manipulated. In this case, the variables will include new type of medication.
Multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA) is solely an ANOVA with various dependent variables. In other words, ANOVA analyzes for the variation in means between two or more groups, while MANOVA tests for the variation in two or more vectors of means. 
For instance, in this research the researcher may administer a study in which he undertake two chelation treatment for autism spectrum disorders used to eliminate specific metals from the body, such as mercury and placebo. We are interested in the students' improvements in mercury and placebo. In that case, improvements in mercury and placebo are the two dependent variables, and our hypothesis is that both together are affected by the variance in treatment. A multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA) could be employed to examine this hypothesis. 
Rather than a univariate F value, we would obtain a multivariate F value (Wilks' λ) based on a correlation of the error variance/covariance matrix and the effect variance/covariance matrix. Though we only mention Wilks' λ here, there are other statistics that may be utilized, encompassing Hotelling's trace and Pillai's criterion. The "covariance" here is involved because the two measures are plausibly related, and we must take this relationship into account when conducting the significance test. Examining the multiple dependent variables is achieved by constructing novel dependent variables that maximize group variations. These synthetic dependent variables are linear combinations of the measured dependent variables (Meyers et al. (2006). 
Research Questions 
The central purpose of adopting MANOVA is to ascertain if the response variables (student improvement in the example cited above), are changed by the researcher’s manipulation of the independent variables. Consequently, there are many types of research questions that may be answered by using MANOVA: 
1) What are the main effects of the independent variables? 
2) What are the interactions among the independent variables? 
3) What is the importance of the dependent variables? 
4) What is the strength of association between dependent variables? 
5) What are the effects of covariates? How may they be utilized? 
Results 
If the overall multivariate analysis is significant, we can deduce that the corresponding effect (Classroom Arrangement) is significant. Nevertheless, our subsequent question would, of course, be whether only classroom arrangement improved, only sitting by the door close to the hallway improved or both. In particular, after getting a significant multivariate test for a particular main effect or interaction, customarily the researcher would examine the univariate F tests for each variable to interpret the respective effect. In other words, the researcher would identify the specific dependent variables that contributed to the significant overall effect (Meyers et al. (2006).
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