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School: Arts and Humanities
Department – Philosophy and Religion
Course # PHIL200
Course Name – Ethics
Credit Hours: 3
Length of Course: 8 weeks
Prerequisite(s):  
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Instructor Information 
See classroom.
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Course Description (Catalog)
 
This course will examine the field of ethics and provide the tools for ethical decision-making. Students will analyze texts for meaning, apply theories learned to various areas of moral concern, such as war, euthanasia, divorce, and poverty. The course will also provide an overview of how philosophers have thought about moral problems and some of the solutions they have proposed. Students will develop the ability to think about moral problems in a clear and logically consistent manner.
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Course Scope

This class covers the fundamental concepts and theories of morals, the history and development of ethical theory, is a systematic study of right and wrong, good and evil with a critical application of ethical theory to contemporary social problems.
 
This course is intended to introduce students to ethical philosophy. The course is divided into eight weekly segments and is designed to give students a broad overview of ethical theory and moral philosophic practice. The terms “ethics” and “moral philosophy” are used interchangeably. Although the Greek word ethos and the Latin word moralis both have a meaning of “customary practices,” ethical philosophy seeks to discover the best practices for becoming a good human being.
 
This course encourages students to think deeply about current ethical issues and dilemmas and to apply ethical theory and reasoning in approaching moral questions. The general learning objectives of the course are to introduce students to the historical development of the major schools of ethical theorizing. They will be expected to understand and evaluate how best to apply these theories to practical and current ethical questions and issues. Students will demonstrate their ability to analyze and think critically in writing, by arguing and defending positions on assigned ethical topics.
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Course Objectives 

After successfully completing this course, you will be able to: 
	Examine the major ethical theories in the history of ethical and moral philosophy.

Analyze ethical arguments and they are put forward by philosophers in key ethical texts.
Apply ethical theories and critical thinking to current ethical issues and topics such as the following: abortion, euthanasia, poverty, terrorism, affirmative action, animal rights, and civil disobedience.
Interpret and remember the meaning of specific ethical terminology and to use ethical terms appropriately.
Develop the ability to apply ethical thinking in personal real life situations
Create a framework to develop one’s own ethical and moral philosophy.
	Analyze your own understanding of the concept of rationality and the views on the debates surrounding it. 
Articulate and defend this understanding with rigor and clarity. 
Skillfully interpret philosophical texts, critical reasoning, and written and oral expression. 
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Course Delivery Method 

This course delivered via distance learning will enable students to complete academic work in a flexible manner, completely online. Course materials and access to an online learning management system will be made available to each student. Online assignments are due by Sunday evening of the week as noted and include Forum questions (accomplished in groups through a threaded discussion board), examination, and individual assignments submitted for review by the Faculty Member). Assigned faculty will support the students throughout this eight-week course.
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Course Materials

Ethics, An Online Textbook
Stephen O' Sullivan and Philip A. Pecorino
URL: http://www2.sunysuffolk.edu/pecorip/SCCCWEB/ETEXTS/ETHICS/*

*Please note, should you come across broken links to supplemental materials in this text, please contact me immediately, and I will be happy to provide you with more resources for your understanding.

Introduction to Ethical Studies
Lee Archie and John G. Archie
URL: http://philosophy.lander.edu/ethics/ethicsbook/book1.html
PDF: http://philosophy.lander.edu/ethics/ethicsbook.pdf
 
If you encounter difficulties viewing the e-book, please visit the HELP/FAQs section of the Online Library.  If you still have questions, please contact librarian@apus.edu for assistance. 
Websites

In addition to the required course texts the following public domain Websites are useful. Please abide by the university’s academic honesty policy when using Internet sources as well. Note web site addresses are subject to change.

(The IEP is sometimes good and sometimes not.  The SEP is of a high quality yet it can be a bit confusing.  So in all cases, proceed with caution.)

Site Name
Website URL/Address
The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy
http://www.iep.utm.edu/
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
http://plato.stanford.edu/
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Evaluation Procedures

Forum Posts (40% of total Grade)
Please join the forums each week during the course. Forums are a critical component of Ethics. Your weekly Forum requirement includes an initial response to a question related to your choice of either one of 2 topics discussed that week. You will post an initial response consisting of a minimum of 250 words, and a reply to another learner's post that is a minimum of 100 words. Your reply should be addressed to a learner who has responded to the alternate topic for the week. 

Assignments (60% of total grade)

This course requires you to complete a total of 3 Short-Essay Assignments which are due in Weeks 2, 4, and 6. You will also complete an Applying Ethical Theories Presentation due in Week 8. Instructions for each Short-Essay Assignment and the Applying Ethical Theories Assignment can be found within the Assignments area of the course. 

I suggest not waiting until the week of to begin working on your assignments, but to take full advantage of the time in between when they are due. Doing this will ensure preparation and allow time to ask for clarification for anything you may not understand. Please message me with any questions you may have concerning the Essay assignments. 

Each assignment is worth a significant percentage of your grade so it’s important that you spend an adequate amount of time answering them thoroughly. Each assignment is due by 11:55 p.m., ET, Sunday of the week assigned.

Please see the Student Handbook to reference the University’s grading scale.

Grade Instruments
Percentage
Forums
40%
Short-Essay Assignment 1
15%
Short-Essay Assignment 2
15%
Short-Essay Assignment 3
15%
Applying Ethical Theories Presentation
15%
Total
100%
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8 – Week Course Outline
								
Week
Topic
Learning Objectives
Readings
Assignment



1


• Moral Judgment
• Normative Ethics
• Emotivism 
• Examine a major ethical theory in the history of ethical and moral philosophy.
• Analyze an ethical argument and they are put forward by a philosopher in a key ethical text.
• Interpret and remember the meaning of specific ethical terminology and to use ethical terms appropriately.

Ethics, An Online Textbook
Stephen O' Sullivan and Philip A. Pecorino
Chapter 1: Introduction

Introduction to Ethical Studies
Lee Archie and John G. Archie
Chapter 6: G.E. Moore


Introduction Forum
Week 1 Forum    


2
• The Good
• Justice
• Ethics
• Examine a major ethical theory in the history of ethical and moral philosophy.
• Analyze an ethical argument and they are put forward by a philosopher in a key ethical text.
• Interpret and remember the meaning of specific ethical terminology and to use ethical terms appropriately.

Ethics, An Online Textbook
Stephen O' Sullivan and Philip A. Pecorino
Chapter 3: Relativism 
Chapter 4: Ethical Theories 

Introduction to Ethical Studies
Lee Archie and John G. Archie
Chapter 23: "The Ring of Gyges" by Plato

Week 2 Forum
Short-Essay Assignment 1
3
• Virtue
• Cause
• Happiness
• Examine a major ethical theory in the history of ethical and moral philosophy.
• Analyze an ethical argument and they are put forward by a philosopher in a key ethical text.
• Interpret and remember the meaning of specific ethical terminology and to use ethical terms appropriately.

Ethics, An Online Textbook
Stephen O' Sullivan and Philip A. Pecorino
Chapter 2: Moral Developments, Mores and Laws  

Introduction to Ethical Studies
Lee Archie and John G. Archie
Chapter 22: "What is the Life of Excellence?" by Aristotle

Week 3 Forum  

4
• Utility
• Pleasure
• Principles
• Examine a major ethical theory in the history of ethical and moral philosophy.
• Analyze an ethical argument and they are put forward by a philosopher in a key ethical text.
• Interpret and remember the meaning of specific ethical terminology and to use ethical terms appropriately.

Ethics, An Online Textbook
Stephen O' Sullivan and Philip A. Pecorino
Chapter 5: Theological Theories: Egoism
Chapter 6: Theological Theories: Utilitarianism* 

*Please note: Instead of the first link in Chapter 6, Sections 1 & 2, please refer to http://www.mccaughan.org.uk/g/essays/utility.html. Additionally, in Chapter 6, Section 1, under Rule Utilitarianism, instead of http://www.utm.edu/research/iep/r/ruleutil.htm refer to http://www.iep.utm.edu/ethics/#SSH2c.i. The Original Text: On Utilitarianism by John Stuart Mill can be found at http://books.google.com/books?id=nhERAAAAYAAJ&pg=PP11#v=onepage&q&f=false. The link http://ethics.acusd.edu/utilitarianism.html has moved to http://ethics.sandiego.edu/theories/Utilitarianism/index.asp. Also, the quiz in Chapter 6, Section 2 has been moved to http://www.public.asu.edu/~dportmor/hau.htm.

Introduction to Ethical Studies
Lee Archie and John G. Archie
Chapter 25: "Happiness Is the Greatest Good" by Jeremy Bentham 
Chapter 10: "A Science of Human Nature" by John Stuart Mill
Chapter 21: "Egoism Is Mistaken" by David Hume


Week 4 Forum
Short-Essay Assignment 2
5
Duty
	Maxim
Means and End
• Apply ethical theories and critical thinking to current ethical issues.
• Apply ethical thinking in personal real life situations.
• Develop one’s own ethical and moral philosophy.

Ethics, An Online Textbook
Stephen O' Sullivan and Philip A. Pecorino
Chapter 8: Kantian Theory: The Categorical Imperative
Chapter 9: Rawl's Theory: Justice as Fairness

Introduction to Ethical Studies
Lee Archie and John G. Archie
Chapter 16: "Act in Accordance with Universal Law" by Immanuel Kant

Week 5 Forum

6
• Existentialism
• Transvaluation of Values
• The Higher Man
• Apply ethical theories and critical thinking to current ethical issues.
• Apply ethical thinking in personal real life situations.
• Develop one’s own ethical and moral philosophy.

Ethics, An Online Textbook
Stephen O' Sullivan and Philip A. Pecorino
Chapter 11: Existentialism 

Introduction to Ethical Studies
Lee Archie and John G. Archie
Chapter 26: "Slave and Master Morality" by Friedrich Nietzsche
Week 6 Forum    
Short-Essay Assignment 3

7
• Will to Believe
• Self-Development
• Apply ethical theories and critical thinking to current ethical issues.
• Apply ethical thinking in personal real life situations.
• Develop one’s own ethical and moral philosophy.

Ethics, An Online Textbook
Stephen O' Sullivan and Philip A. Pecorino
Chapter 7: Deontological Theories: Natural Law
Chapter 12: Feminism*
*Note: In the Chapter 12, Section 2 reading, please omit the CARE ETHICS AS A HEALTH CARE ETHIC link and refer to  http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-ethics/ instead.

Introduction to Ethical Studies
Lee Archie and John G. Archie
Chapter 13: "The Will to Believe" by William James
Chapter 27: "What Makes a Life Significant" by William James 



 
Week 7 Forum


8
• Psychological and Ethical Relativism
• Cultural Anthropology
• Emotional Basis for Ethics

• Apply ethical theories and critical thinking to current ethical issues.
• Apply ethical thinking in personal real life situations.
• Develop one’s own ethical and moral philosophy.

Ethics, An Online Textbook
Stephen O' Sullivan and Philip A. Pecorino
Chapter 13: Relativism Reconsidered: Conclusion

Introduction to Ethical Studies
Lee Archie and John G. Archie
Chapter 5: "Ethics Are Relative" by Edward Westermark
Week 8 Forum
Applying Ethical Theories Presentation
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Policies

Please see the Student Handbook to reference all University policies. Quick links to frequently asked question about policies are listed below.

Drop/Withdrawal Policy
Plagiarism Policy
Extension Process and Policy
Disability Accommodations

Writing Expectations
All Assignments should utilize proper spelling and grammar.   

Citation and Reference Style
Students will follow the MLA Style Guide as the citation and reference style used in written work submitted.  

Late Assignments 
Discussion Board Posts represent class discussion, and therefore cannot be graded for credit if they are posted late.  

Netiquette
Online universities promote the advance of knowledge through positive and constructive debate--both inside and outside the classroom. Discussions on the Internet, however, can occasionally degenerate into needless insults and “flaming.” Such activity and the loss of good manners are not acceptable in a university setting--basic academic rules of good behavior and proper “Netiquette” must persist.  Remember that you are in a place for the fun and excitement of learning that does not include descent to personal attacks, or student attempts to stifle the discussion of others.   

	Technology Limitations: While you should feel free to explore the full-range of creative composition in your formal papers, keep e-mail layouts simple. 


	Humor Note: Despite the best of intentions, jokes and--especially--satire can easily get lost or taken seriously. If you feel the need for humor, you may wish to add “emoticons” to help alert your readers:  ;-),  : ),   


Disclaimer Statement
Course content may vary from the outline to meet the needs of this particular group.
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Online Library 
The Online Library is available to enrolled students and faculty from inside the electronic campus. This is your starting point for access to online books, subscription periodicals, and Web resources that are designed to support your classes and generally not available through search engines on the open Web. In addition, the Online Library provides access to special learning resources, which the University has contracted to assist with your studies. Questions can be directed to librarian@apus.edu. 
	Charles Town Library and Inter Library Loan: The University maintains a special library with a limited number of supporting volumes, collection of our professors’ publication, and services to search and borrow research books and articles from other libraries. 
	Electronic Books: You can use the online library to uncover and download over 50,000 titles, which have been scanned and made available in electronic format. 
	Electronic Journals: The University provides access to over 12,000 journals, which are available in electronic form and only through limited subscription services. 
	Smarthinking: Students have access to ten free hours of tutoring service per year through Smarthinking. Tutoring is available in the following subjects: math (basic math through advanced calculus), science (biology, chemistry, and physics), accounting, statistics, economics, Spanish, writing, grammar, and more. Additional information is located in the Online Library. From the Online Library home page, click on either the “Writing Center” or “Tutoring Center” and then click “Smarthinking.” All login information is available. 
Request a Library Guide for your course (http://apus.libguides.com/index.php)
The AMU/APU Library Guides provide access to collections of trusted sites on the Open Web and licensed resources on the Deep Web. These are specially tailored for academic research at APUS:


	Program Portals contain topical and methodological resources to help launch general research in the degree program. To locate, search by department name or navigate by school.

	Course Lib-Guides narrow the focus to relevant resources for the corresponding course. To locate, search by class code (e.g., SOCI111) or class name.

If a guide you need isn't available yet, let us know by emailing the APUS Library: librarian@apus.edu
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Selected Bibliography
Selected Bibliography can be found in Course Resources Materials
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