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Do not add any extra spaces between the heading and the text (you may want to check Spacing under Format, Paragraph in your word processor, and make sure that it is set to 0”). Instead, just double space as usual, indent a full ½ inch (preferably using the tab button), and start typing. The introduction should receive no specific heading because readers assume that the first section functions as your paper’s introduction.  For the SPSS assignments, describe the problem including names of the variables and information about them, e.g., what are possible values.  Use the Field (2013) text book and the Values column in SPSS’s Variable View window to gain an understanding of the data you are analyzing.
Assumptions
Address model assumptions.  Begin by listing the assumptions and then presenting data or text that addresses how well the data meet the assumptions.  For example, a t-test requires the data meet the following assumptions to make a valid inference:
· The dependent measure is an interval or ratio scale,

· The independent variable has two values,

· The dependent variable is normally distributed,

· The population variances for the two groups are equal, and

· The observations are independent of one another.

After listing the model assumptions, address how well the data meet the assumptions.  In some cases the text of the problem will help you, e.g., in inferring independence.  In other cases you may need to examine the data, e.g., make a plot to examine normality.  Regardless of how well the data meet the assumptions, complete the problem.   In the real world, analyzing the effect of not meeting the assumptions is called studying robustness.  Sometimes statistical tests are little affected by violations of assumptions and other times the effects are severe, e.g., the p-value is way off.  Investigating the robustness of a test may be something you will need to do when writing your dissertation.
Hypotheses
 State the hypotheses both in terms of what you are trying to accomplish from a real-world perspective and what you are doing statistically.  For the t-test example, you might say the research question is about comparing males and females in terms of interest in statistics.  Then use an equation editor to state the null and alternative hypotheses:
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You may need to install an equation editor into your version of Microsoft Word.
Results
Present the statistical results of your analysis using APA style.  Use text, tables and figures to present an easily read summary of the analysis.  If you use tables or figures, place them immediately after the paragraph of first mention.  Remember that SPSS does not default to APA style for tables and figures.  Simple results can be presented within the text.  Remember to report the results of the hypothesis tests along with effect sizes.  Read the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (2010) for information on making good tables and figures. 
Comment on the power and sample size also.  The G*power program is not covered until week 10, but the earlier assignments expect some discussion of sample size which is intimately related to power.  You should understand the basic concept of power from Research 8200. 

Discussion
Comment on what the results have to ay about the real world.  What are the implications of the analysis? 
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SPSS Syntax
Copy the SPSS syntax file here.

SPSS Output
Place relevant SPSS output here.  Do NOT print the data and beware if the output is more than a few pages.   Extremely long tables indicate a likely mistake.
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