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As we saw in Exercises 1.6.7 and 1.6.10, through any three non-
collinear points in R? there pass a unique parabola y = ax*+bx+c
and a unique circle x*> + y* + ax + by + ¢ = 0. Given three such
points (x1, y1), (x2, y2), and (x3, y3), show that the equation of the
parabola and circle are, respectively,
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(The material is from Cofactors and Cramer’s Rule.)

