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A few sentences in a Japanese history textbook last year set off the loogest-running protests China has seen since 1989. The subject of those sentences-- the Nanjing Massacre =-occurred more than six decades ago, but that didn't matter to the thousands of protesters born years after the war ended. 
Japan's youth have their own interpretation of history, and their own politics of remembrance. After a decade of recession, Japan is experiencing a renewed sense of pride and a resurgence of rightwing nationalism. Sixty years after the end of World War IT., Japan is asserting its place in the world by pushing back against China, its historical rival. 
This week on Rough Cut, we travel to two countries for a dual perspective on this revived conflict over the past Lee Wang takes us to China, where her parents grew up, and Emily Taguchi travels to the other side of the East China Sea, to her homeland of Japan. 
In April 2005, a Japanese junior high school textbook set off a furor in China. The textbook minimized one of the most infamous instances of Japanese war-time atrocities in China-callingtbe Nanjing Massacre an "incident." 
News of the textbook's transgression sent thousands of Chinese onto the streets. Protesters besieged the Japanese embassy with bottles and rocks and scrawled threats of boycott on the storefronts ofJapanese businesses. After three weeks of what amounted to a rare instance of state-sanctioned protest; diplomatic relations between China and Japan were at a breaking point. 
There was a lot more at play than a textbook. The April 2005 protests were set against a larger backdrop of economic rivalry, territorial disputes, access to oil, and a bid by Japan to gain a permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council. In East Asia, the debate over the history of World W ar II bas plainly become political-a surrogate for an ongoing battle over which nation will become the region's dominant power. 
While protests in China exacerbated the tension between these two countries, in Japan, Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi reignites tempers with his annual visits to the Yasukuni Shrine, a Shinto shrine in Tokyo. Yasukuni is a memorial to Japan's two and a half million war dead. The controversy, however, stems from 14 of those honored there -- Class-A war criminals indicted and executed for war crimes committed dnring World War 11. Prime Minister Koizumi made an election pledge to visit the shrine every year, and despite protests from China, South Korea and several other Asian nations, he has made good on his promise since 2001. 
Koizumi's insistence on visiting the Shrine is in step with a growing nationalism in Japan, where proposals to revise the country's "peace constitution" are a subject of public debate. After World War 11, Japan renounced war and the right to maintain a military in Article 9 of its Constitution. For decades afterwards, as Japan rebuilt its country from ashes and strove to rejoin tbe international community, any signs suggesting a revision to this clause was frowned upon. 
But in recent years, emerging threats have entered the Japanese psyche. North Korea has repeatedly tested missiles over the Sea of Japan and 1he Pacific Ocean since 1998. Every year for the past decade, Beijing has increased military spending by double-digit percentages. The increases have prompted rebukes from the Bush administration and also helped seal Japan's joint security pact with 
the United States. At the same time, an April 2004 Asahi Shimbun poll found that the majority of Japanese in their twenties supported a constitutional amendment to allow the country's military the use of force. No other age group was as hawkish. 
Complicating. and perhaps curbing. the tension between China and Japan is the new economic reality in the region. After decades of economic dominance in Asia, Japan's might bas been subdued by a prolonged recession, while an annual growth rate of eight to 10 percent has transformed China intoa global economic superpower. 
In 2004, a fifth of Japan's total trade was with China, its rival. That same year, China eclipsed the United States as Japan's largest trading partner. Japan is also an important trading partner for China, ranking third behind the European Union and the United States. Japan is also a major source of direct foreign investment, bringing more 
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In 2004, a fifth of Japan's total trade was with China, its rival. That same year, China eclipsed the United States as Japan's largest trading partner. Japan is also an important trading partner for China, ranking third behind the European Union and the United States. Japan is also a major source of direct foreign investment, bringing more than $5 billion to China in 2003. 
Economics may ultimately triumph over the bitter politics of memory, but for now, the history of World War II remains hotly contested, and China and Japan remain bitterly divided over how to move forward from the past. 
About FRONlLINElWorid Fellows 
"China and Japan: The Unforgotten War" by Emily Taguchi and Lee Wang·is the latest multimedia production of the FRONlLINEIWOTId Fellows program, sponsored by the Carnegie Corporation of New York. It is part of our ongoing effort to identify and mentor the next generation of video, print and online journalists. 
This China and Japan story is the third in our current round of Fellows reports, which began in December 2005 with ··Brazil: Cutting the Wire"and continued in January 2006 with "Colombia: The Coca-Cola Controversy." Three other Fellows projects on Italy, Uganda and Pakistan wll appear in coming months. Our Fellows program started in 2003 and so far has produced 17 multimedia stories by talented young journalists, who have traveled to Guatemala, Kashmir, Afghanistan, Haiti, Venezuela, Peru, Mexico, Egypt, Israel, Rwanda and Sicily, and journeyed across Europe by train from Istanbul to Paris. You can see them all here.
In late spring 2006, we will solicit proposals for the next round of Fellows through our parthership with the UC Berkeley, Columbia and Northwestern Graduate Schools of Journalism. Look for the announcement on this Web site. 
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