Bobby's Case Study

Bobby is a 9-year-old Caucasian male. He is in the third grade and functioning below grade level academically. At school, he fights, argues, talks back, and refuses to do his schoolwork. Temper outbursts are also common. He fights frequently on the playground and in the cafeteria. In recent months, he has been molesting girls in his class by grabbing them. On two occasions, he forced a girl to the ground and attempted to remove her underclothes.

Kelly, Bobby's mother, has been married twice and is now divorced. She currently lives with her boyfriend Jake, an African American male who is unemployed. She has three other children in addition to Bobby and receives Aid for Dependent Children (ADC). She drinks heavily, but does not use illegal drugs.

Bobby has two younger brothers (Dusty, age 8, and Nick, age 4) and an older sister (Terri, age 13) who all live in the home. Dusty is also experiencing academic difficulties, is not working at grade level, and is in frequent fights with other students. The maternal grandmother, Jean, is a widow who lives two blocks away. She has little contact with the family because she and Kelly argue a lot. Jean sometimes gives the family money to help cover expenses when necessary, but she lives on widow's benefits and has little money to spare.

