HUM401A Term Paper Instructions (revised 9am 5.16.13)

Over a five week period, you will write a term paper in which you will provide an ethically sound solution to a current problem. A suitable problem poses an ethical dilemma which is controversial and hard to solve. Reasonable people could disagree about its answer. For example, whether we should allow research using stem cells is a clear dilemma because a rational argument can be made for as well as against such research. Whether it is ethical to smoke in enclosed spaces probably is not enough of an ethical dilemma for the term paper (since few would disagree). 

I suggest that you avoid dilemmas  in which you have a strong emotional stake like abortion. It WILL prove difficult to analyze such a problem dispassionately. This is a research paper, NOT a persuasive essay. You must fairly consider both sides of a dilemma and objectively determine the best solution based on a secular ethical theory from the Waller textbook.

You must submit your topic to me by e-mail for pre-approval. I will insure you pick a dilemma that allows you to write a successful term paper.

In your paper, you have to analyze the opposing sides of a moral problem in which both sides provide rational arguments. To analyze the problem you will utilize:

1. The information you gathered from your peer-reviewed sources

2. The critical thinking steps from Chapter Four of the WALL textbook (Wall, p. 73). 

3. The ethical theory of your choice from the WALLER textbook. Most students choose Utilitarianism (Waller, p. 85).  Other students chose Kant (Waller, p. 73) or Rawls (Waller, p. 134).  Virtue and Care Ethics are not recommended since they do not offer you clear principles to apply to your dilemma.  

Clearly, this paper will be very different from the other papers you have written. Here you are solving a current problem to which two rational yet opposing solutions are possible; this is not a scientific question or public policy issue. You will be writing an ethics paper, not a paper for psychology or other social science class. Accordingly, the heart of the paper is the moral reasoning section. Everything else leads up to that section and plays a supporting role. 

Your finished paper will have a title page, introduction and seven required sections followed by the reference list.  The parts of the paper are as follows: 

TITLE PAGE

INTRODUCTION

· List your moral dilemma like this:  Is _____X_____ ethically sound?

· Present both sides of the dispute

· Give an overview of your paper.

· Give the moral theory you will use to analyze the dilemma


1. Identify the Problem


· State the problem in more detail. 

· Describe the context surrounding the problem.

· Tell us why the problem is important.

2. Clarify Concepts


· Define key terms for your reader

· This is a VERY short section of your paper; just define 2 to 5 key terms or so.

· Do not define ethical theories here. The theories are your TOOLS that you will use in Section Six


3. Identify Possible Solutions to the Problem 


· List and describe the logically possible solutions to your question.

 
Side A:  X is morally acceptable because…

 
Side B:  X is not morally acceptable because…

· Don’t analyze or defend the solutions here; just lay them out.           

4. Examine Assumptions and Points of View  

· Outline the opposing views

· Identify the typical assumptions and arguments of the two opposing sides: 

Side A:  Abortion should be legal because everyone every woman should have the final say over her own body ….

Side B:  Abortion should be illegal because society needs to protect the unborn life.....

5. Gather Information 

· Here is the place to incorporate the material from your annotated bibliography.  

· What do we need to know to understand and analyze the problem? 

· What do we need to know to understand and analyze the opposing views?


6. MORAL REASONING

· Analyze the opposing positions.

· Use one of the ethical theories from our text as your moral principles.

· Use and cite critical thinking principles we have studied.
Pick the solution that is best supported by the ethical theory and in light of relevant  evidence.


7. Conclusion and Consequences 


· Summarize the highlights of your moral analysis.

· Explain to your reader the likely outcome if and when your solution would become law or policy.

REFERENCE LIST

Other Term Paper Requirements

· You must use the seven section headings  listed above to structure your OUTLINE, your FIRST DRAFT and your FINAL DRAFT. 

· The entire paper must be formatted according to APA, including title page, body of the paper, and reference list. 

· You must include at least six peer reviewed scholarly articles in your reference list; since you will use our textbook, that too has to be referenced

· The body of the paper must be double spaced and 8 - 10 pages in length. Word count should be at least 2750 (not counting title page, references or long quotations).

· Direct quotations must be surrounded by quotation marks and followed by an in-text citation according to APA. All papers are checked for plagiarism via Turnitin.com 

· Use standard English with correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

· I must have approved your topic.


Term Paper Development Process
You will begin working on your term paper in Seminar Two. Each week SUNDAY you will complete a new phase of the paper and slowly build a final version to be turned in the last week of class. 

Seminar Two: 

Term Paper Proposal
Seminar Three: 

Annotated Bibliography
Seminar Four: 

Outline, Introduction, & References
Seminar Five: 

Full Draft
Seminar Six: 

Final Term Paper 

Each phase of the assignment is required to pass the course.

