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Kass, L. (Oct, 2003) PCBE:Beyond Therapy: Biotechnology and the Pursuit of Happiness. U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. Retrieved electronically May 30 2013 from 
<http://bioethics.georgetown.edu/pcbe/reports/beyondtherapy/preface.html>


The article PCBE:Beyond Therapy: Biotechnology and the Pursuit of Happiness was written by the President's Council on Bioethics. The council was appointed in 2001 to George W. Bush. Its purpose is to assist the President and his administration on bioethical issues. The author of the article is Leon Kass M.D., Ph.D., he served as the chairman of the council from 2001 – 2005. Kass studied at the University of Chicago, where he earned his Bachelors of Science and Medical Doctor Degrees. He then went on to Harvard University to earn his Ph.D.


Kass's article shows the relevance of why parents should not be given the opportunity or choice to determine the sex of their unborn child. In the Article Kass shares that, in the case of upsetting the sex ratio and increasing social unrest and consequences, "it is acceptable (and arguably necessary) for a liberal polity to place limits on individual liberty.” He goes on to state that if the choice were given to the parents, the United States might end up in a similar predicament that China is in (meaning a bias in one sex/gender).

Ilkilic, I. & Paul, N. (2008) Ethical aspects of genome diversity research: Genome research into 
cultural diversity or cultural diversity in genome research? Medicine, Health Care & 
Philosophy, 12, 25-34.


The publication, Ethical aspects of genome diversity research: Genome research into cultural diversity or cultural diversity in genome research? Was co-authored by Dr. Dr. Ilhan Ilkilic and Dr. Norbert W. Paul. Both authors have quite an impressive background in the field of science and are also professors at the Johannes Gutenberg Mainz University Medical Center when the journal was written. Ilkilic is the first Muslim on the German National Ethics Council.  The German National Ethics Council was also started in 2001 but was not put in place to assist a government figure. The council researches and studies an array of topics at their own discretion. Dr. Norbert actually studied at the Kennedy Institute for Ethics, Georgetown University in Washington D.C. And currently has a position on the  German National Scientific Board of Commission. The purpose of the journal is an attempt to show the limits of current guidelines used in international genome diversity studies.

Ossorio, P. (2007). The human genome as common heritage: Common sense or legal nonsense? 
Genetics and Group Rights, Fall, 425-439.


The author of the above essay, Pilar Ossorio, is Associate Professor of Law and Bioethics at the University of Wisconsin at Madison, and Program Faculty in the Graduate Program in Population Health at the UW. She received her Ph.D. in Microbiology and Immunology from Stanford University. Ossorio is also a member of the American Association for the Advancement of Science’s, a member of the editorial board of the American Journal of Bioethics, chair of an NHGRI advisory group on ethical issues and a member of UW’s institutional review board for health sciences research. 


The essay identifies two legal lines of descent, underlying the common heritage concept, and applies each to the human genome. The essay also points out several advantages and disadvantages that patenting human genes would be legal with either approach.

Quaid, K., Swenson, M., Sims, S., Harrison, J., Moskowitz, C., Stepanov, N., Suter, B & Westphal. 
(2010). What were you thinking? Individuals at risk for Huntington disease talk about having 
children. Journal of Genetic Counseling,19, 606-17.


The above article was co-authored by The Huntington Study Group. The Huntington Study Group is similar to that of  The German National Ethics Council, meaning the research clinical and observational trials and then report on them. However, they only focus on Huntington Disease. All of the members of the group work directly with huntington disease patients and their families to find advancements for the patients. 


The significance of this report is to address the issue of how genome alteration can be beneficial when the parents have a abnormality such as huntington disease. Not to mention how vital the information is once the child gets older and plans need to be made for long term care. Unfortunately, it is something the parents will normally have to decide on and can be a very expensive and emotionally exhausting journey. However, if the child is old enough, it might be better to let them decide what they would like.

Steinbock, B. (2008). The art of medicine: Designer babies choosing our children's genes. Lancet, 
372,1294-5.


The author of the above article, Bonnie Steinbock, is Professor of Philosophy at the University at Albany, and a founding faculty member of the Union-Mount Sinai Bioethics Program. She has written over 65 articles and encyclopedia entries concerning the study of bioethics. She has also studied at the Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center on Lake Como, Italy, and at the Brocher Foundation on Lake Geneva, Switzerland. 


The article,  The art of medicine: Designer babies choosing our children's genes, points out how many people feel strongly about not letting parents pick their children's traits but that it's not as bad as so many people may think. She makes many valid arguments against the issue but also seems to re-enforce the benefits of genome alteration. One of her strongest points, in my opinion, is when she states, “It would be absurd for a parent to say, “I never attempt to influence my children's development. I just love them for who they are.” Thus, it is not influencing our children's traits that is objectionable, but rather the means to accomplish this, that is, choosing their genes.”

