The juvenile court system of Pennsylvania is composed of many different court types. These court types are broken down by the area of the juvenile justice system that the pertain too; however, many municipalities combine all of the different courts together out of convenience or necessity depending on the municipality location. The court of common pleas in the state of Pennsylvania combines all elements of the traditional juvenile court functions: delinquency, probation, child protection, dependency, domestic violence, termination of parental rights, adoptions, mental health hearings, etc. in the Juvenile Section. Adult family court functions of child and spousal support, divorce and equitable distribution, child custody, domestic violence, etc. in the Adult Section into one system. When the system was first founded in Pennsylvania back in 1901, the jurisdiction was limited only to minor crimes, but in 1933 an amendment was passed that extended the jurisdiction to all crimes except murder for children under the age of 16. In 1939, another amendment would up the age to eighteen. In the state of Pennsylvania, there was the Juvenile Act of 1972 passed which provided the right for a juvenile to receive written notification of charges against them. It was later amended in 1977 to establish a minimum delinquent age to 10 years of age. It was amended in 1980 to authorize fingerprinting and photographing of juveniles and required notification of intent to release juveniles from a more secure facility to a lesser secure facility to the District Attorneys office. It was amended again in 1981, 1986 and 1989 to relax confidentiality of some juvenile records depending on the category of the offender. In 1986, it was also modified to give victims and their council the right to attend juvenile hearing and prohibit the entry of a consent degree without the assent of a district attorney. 

            There is a variety of options to juvenile court proceedings. For alcohol and drug addiction there are Alcohol & Marijuana Youth Accountability Program Level I for first time offenders and level II for repeat offenders. A Tobacco Youth Accountability Program for first time offenders involved in illegal tobacco usage. A Juvenile Fire setter Education Program is for the intervention and prevention of fire setting through education. 
